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Television Worth Watching!\y 


Look For It On RED-TV Fridays at 9700 p.m. 


a 


“RED-TV Network ts #1 for adults 50+ years of age! 


*2010 Nielsen Media Research 


Time Well Spent is television families can enjoy together as they see people, places and events that 
maintain some of the Alabama’s most time-honored traditions and heritage. 
Each 30-minute episode will contain different segments illustrating separate aspects of rural Alabama. 
Jim Allen will bring to the screen each week a feature entitled “Rural Alabama... You’ve Got To Love It!” which will focus on 
special places and events that add a bit of distinctive charm to the landscape of the state. 
Grace Smith will host another segment that will take a youthful look at rural Alabama. “Young Folks in Action” will demonstrate just how 
young people are living and learning traditional values as they participate in rural and agricultural activities across the state. 
Another segment will bring out the green thumb in everyone as Sidney Phelps of Bonnie Plants delivers “The Gift of Growing Things.” 
A helpful guide for people of all skill levels, this segment will provide the tips and techniques to take gardeners 
from planting to pruning and harvesting. 

“Farming for Wildlife,” hosted by BioLogic’s Bobby Cole, is a fun look at improving habitat for wildlife on 
your property. Each segment will deal with a different topic from whitetail deer to farm pond management in an 
effort to maximize wildlife use and landowner enjoyment. 

Special People... Special Events and Activities... A Special Place defined as Rural America... Time Well Spent 
is a special program, and we believe you will agree, it’s 7/ME WELL SPENT each and every week! 


Time Well Spent Sponsors: 


AGRIZAFC TART=R 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


labama Coach Nick Saban has figured out what | have known for decades. During an impromptu press 
briefing in Mobile for the Senior Bowl, and before heading out for recruiting duties, Saban said that 
recruiting has become a game with followers keeping up with rankings and stars to see which team wins. 

Saban, of course, did not leave it as an observation. First he said he wasn’t sure if that was a good thing, 
clearly rhetoric because he does not think it’s a good thing for people to be discussing his recruiting business. 
And then he took the opportunity to blame the media for the situation, adding “Are you proud of yourself?” as if 
we should be ashamed to cover recruiting. 

In 1979, the first year of "BAMA Magazine, | decided to run a football recruiting story. | was interested 
in recruiting and thought there might be some other Crimson Tide fans also interested. The blind hog found a 
truffle. There have been very few issues since that did not include information on football recruiting. 

| came to know people who were more interested in recruiting than they were in the games. Some had game 
tickets and went primarily to try to see which prospects were visiting. They bought basketball tickets to see what 
football prospects were at the early games. 

We had the recruiting coverage stage pretty much to ourselves for many years. | still think about a call-in 
radio host who refused to take a question on recruiting. “If we start discussing recruiting, that’s all anyone will 
want to talk about,” he explained, flying in the face of “the customer is always right” theory. 

Most newspaper reporters did not want to be bothered with recruiting coverage. Following signing day, they 
would run a list of the players signed by each major college in their coverage area. When the newspapers were 
finally forced to report on recruiting, the job was turned over to the prep writers, who usually saw one high school 
game a week which might or might not include a prospect. (Great high school players usually are the best college 
prospects, but not always, and top prospects aren’t always on teams that get regular coverage.) 

Meanwhile, | had come into contact with the recruiting sub-culture, men who talked to high school coaches 
about the best college prospects on their teams and on the teams they played. They found out which players 
were hearing from which schools and when they were making visits and what schools they were most likely to 
sign with. This did not come with the usual rivalry mentality. It was not uncommon for an Alabama fan to share 
what he knew with an Auburn fan, and vice versa. We were far ahead in the recruiting coverage game. 

Because college coaches are limited in what they can say about recruiting (and say even less than 
permitted), the backdoor method of discovering information about prospects being recruited and where they 
are interested is still best. Now, though, it is done by organizations such as Scout.com, which includes a 
large number of professionals putting prospects through skills and measurements combines in the off-season 
and watching thousands of hours of videotape throughout the year. And the Scout.com recruiting experts 
are constantly on the telephone with calls and texts to prep coaches and prospects. The hard work of these 
professionals has relegated me to the role of interested spectator. 

The players are into it, too. One thing that would improve the recruiting game if the players could come up 
with something besides the hat trick when announcing. No one has had a decent performance since Andre Smith 
pulled out a houndstooth fedora, and that has been five years ago. 

Coach Saban is right: Recruiting is a spectator sport to thousands of followers. Just like football or bird 
watching. I’m not sure who makes the decision on what is good and what is not. 

It is what it is. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 
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RECRUITING BY KIRK MCNAIR 


almost every prospect signs with the college most expected 

him to select to begin with. That’s one reason many coaches 
advocate a modification of signing rules to permit an early signing as 
is available for all other sports. 

Thus it was in 2011, though it took a while for the nation’s 
top two prospects to finish the job. That affected Alabama, because 
the Crimson Tide was involved with both. Bama got the player most 
expected Alabama to sign and the Tide did not get the player most 
expected to sign elsewhere. 

There was plenty of drama in this recruiting season for Bama. 

On signing day (February 2), the nation’s top offensive line 
prospect and number two overall prospect, Cyrus Kouandjio, planned 
his signing day announcement for national television. This was not 
expected to be a surprise announcement. His brother, Arie, was 
already at Alabama. Bama had a definite need for a player for the 
featured left tackle position. The other competition had been lowa 
and New Mexico, not the type teams likely to be able to out-recruit 
Alabama. Then days before signing day, Kouandjio without his 
parents took a visit to Auburn. 

What had expected to be a no surprise turned into shock when 
in his television announcement Kouandjio announced that he would 
sign with Auburn. 

To say that his parents were not pleased is an understatement. 
Fortunately, Kouandjio did not sign his letter-of-intent to Auburn. He 
waited a few days, then quietly FAXed his signed scholarship papers 
to Alabama. 

Kouandjio wasn’t the only late retrieval. Linebacker Brent 
Calloway of Russellville had been a very early commitment to Bama. 
Then at the U.S. Army All-American Game, Calloway announced that 
he was changing his commitment to Auburn. It seemed he wanted to 


T here's a recruiting adage that when all is said and done, 


6 BAMAMAG.COM 


NO SHOCK SABAN HAS ANOTHER GOOD RECRUITING CLASS 


be a tailback, and Auburn said he would be on offense for the Tigers. 
Although Calloway is highly rated as a linebacker, he had played 
tailback more often in high school. 

On signing day, Calloway — with no announcement — sent his 
scholarship papers to Alabama. Later that day, Saban said, “We're 
pleased to have Brent. We believe he is one of the best players in the 
state. He could certainly play on either side of the ball. He is going 
to start out at running back here. He had a tremendous amount of 
success there in high school. We're excited to have him on our team.” 

All’s well that ends well. 

But Bama was still on hold for the nation’s number one 
prospect, defensive end Jadeveon Clowney of Rock Hill, South 
Carolina. Although Bama has far greater tradition than South 
Carolina, the Gamecocks had the advantage of geography. For that 
reason, Clemson also got into the mix. 

Nevertheless, Bama could hope for landing Cowney. After all, 
would a defensive player rather play for a coach with the reputation 
of Nick Saban or offensive coaches like Steve Spurrier at South 
Carolina or Dabo Swinney at Clemson. (Interestingly, the defensive 
coordinators at both South Carolina, Ellis Johnson, and Clemson, 
Kevin Steele, had formerly been at Bama.) 

On Valentine’s Day (also Clowney’s birthday) he picked South 
Carolina. That was not a surprise. That Clowney went of Lance 
Thompsonlike on Saban was. Clowney said he eliminated Alabama 
in part because Saban talked so long on Saban’s in-home visit that 
Clowney found himself dozing off. If he’s lucky, South Carolina — or 
Georgia Military — won't have any hour-long lecture classes. 

Saban can be accused of being verbose. That does not mean, 
however, that he doesn’t have something worth saying. The Calloway 
situation struck a nerve. 

“He was committed to us for a year and he dismissed it for a 
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Stuart McNair 


Nick Saban 5 Lf, e S\N while,” Saban said. “That is all | can 

S i ds say about that. Then he came back and 
visited and decided he wanted to come 
back here. 

“It is tough on these guys. It really 
is. | actually wish, if we want to make 
a commitment worth something, then 
when a guy commits people should stop 
recruiting them. In the Southeastern 
Conference when a guy commits, that 
just makes him a target. It isn’t like that 
everywhere in the country. It’s really not, 
but it is that way here, so we expect it. 
We are not really upset about it when 
it happens. We just try to manage it. 

We got a couple of guys, too, so I’m not 
saying we're squeaky clean because 
there are a couple of guys that we got 
that were committed to someone else, 
but they decommitted from those places 
and they were interested in Alabama. 
That is just the way people do business 
here in the Southeastern Conference. 

“When | was in the Big Ten, we 
all had a gentleman's agreement that 
if a player made a commitment we 
stopped recruiting him. If there was 
a guy committed somewhere and he 
called you, then we contacted the other 
school and told them, so they knew. 
That way everybody could manage their 
business better. It is hard to manage 
your numbers when all of the sudden 
they aren't there anymore. You didn't 
recruit anyone else because you thought 
they were coming.” 

Saban managed pretty well, another 
recruiting class that ranked among the best 
in the nation. 

Alabama signed 24 players, 
including two (wide receiver Ronald 
Carswell and defensive lineman Wilson 
Love) who were grayshirts, men who 
had signed in 2010, but delayed entry 
to The University until January. 

Of the other 22, Bama added 
one quarterback, two running backs 
(counting Calloway), one tight end, 
three wide receivers, four offensive 
linemen (one a center), six defensive 
\ linemen, three linebackers (if Calloway 
\\ is counted as a linebacker), and three 
defensive backs. 

There are three junior college 


} 
\ j \ \ _ transfers in the group — offensive tackle 
t} ud Aaron Douglas and defensive linemen 
\ Quinton Dial and Jesse Williams. All are 
\ interesting stories. Dial was previously 
a ' signed by Bama, but went to East 
eqn, 
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Mississippi Community College. Douglas, who was a starting offensive 
tackle at Tennessee in 2009, and Wilson, a native of Australia, both 
attended Arizona Western Junior College. 

The Tide signed players from coast-to-coast, and not as many 
from the state of Alabama as is usual. Saban had hinted that Bama 
might not sign as many in-state players in this class. 

“We look all over for players and try to get the best possible 
players on our board,” the coach said. “I think recruiting to a larger 
degree is a little bit of a numbers game. We have an evaluation 
system. The more players we can get on our board that pass our 
evaluation system, that meet the criteria for what we want for a 
position and have the athletic ability to meet those criteria, including 
size and speed, as well as the character and attitude we’re looking 
for in our players here, the better we'll do. 

“Like in baseball if we’re going to bat .333 — 1-for-3 — so if we 
have 90 guys on the board then we'll get 30 good players. If we have 
ten good players on the board, then we're going to get three. That is 
kind of our approach. 

“Sometimes we have really good players in our state. Sometimes 
there are a lot of really good players in a five-hour (driving) radius, so 
we'll obviously have fewer players from further away that we’ll have 
to look at. Recruiting is so global now and | think we have a very 
recognizable program, so for us not to take advantage of players who 
live outside our five-hour radius would not be in our best interest and 
| think that we got some very good players this year from far away.” 

Saban gave credit to many for the recruiting success, starting 
with his assistant coaches. He added that University President, 


Teamsportcoat by Colony Sportswear 
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Dr. Robert Witt, and faculty and staff are involved. He noted the 
importance of the Bryant Academic Center and Jon Dever, director of 
academic support, and his staff. He also pointed out the importance 
of current players in recruiting. Saban even credited fans “who do a 
fantastic job of creating a lot of positive energy.” 

Asked about potential leaders in the signing class, Saban said, 
“1 think we have a lot of good players in this class. | think Trey 
(DePriest) and Vinnie (Sunseri) both, and maybe because they're 
been here so they were involved on a couple of recruiting weekends, 
you're talking about guys who are everything you could wish for if 
your children grew up to be like them. They have a lot of ability, 
they are hard workers, they are very committed but they're very 
personable and caring for other people and can put somebody else 
ahead of themselves in terms of what they’re doing and what their 
commitment is. Those two guys have been very impressive.” 

Now, Saban said, “The challenge for us as coaches is to help these 
players mature and develop in to all they can be. I've commented on 
this before, just because you pick the best puppy dog with the biggest 
feet that doesn’t mean he’s going to grow up to be the best hunting 
dog. A lot of these young players are very good. They are very talented. 
They've had great success as high school players but they are going to 
make a tremendous amount of improvement, almost as much as the 
time they were freshmen in high school to the time they are a senior in 
high school, they’re going to do the same thing in college. 

“| think the challenge for us is to help these players develop so 
that they can have success not only on the field but in the classroom 
and to continue to develop personally, academically and athletically. 
We want to be able to shape these guys into 
people who can be more successful in life 
because they were involved in the program and 
they have a tremendous amount of success here 
personally, academically and athletically.” 

A post-recruiting poll asking about 
Alabama's best recruiting coach got the answer 
of “Nick Saban.” He makes no secret that he is 
involved in recruiting almost every day. 

In his signing day press briefing, he was 
asked when he would start on 2012 recruiting. 
Of course, he had already begun. 

“We have been pretty much 90 per cent full 
for two or three weeks,” he said, “so probably as 
much of my time in January on recruiting was 
spent on juniors.” 

He said there isn’t really a starting time for 
future recruiting. 

“| think there's a constant transition,” he 
said. “You're recruiting guys for 2012, you're 
recruiting guys for 2013, and you're recruiting 
guys for 2011 all at the same time. The rules are 
a little different in what you can and can’t do for 
each of those classes, but you're involved in that 
process 365 days a year.” 

But on signing day, Saban said, “Today is 
always a day where | jump into next year with 
both feet. I’ve probably talked to 20 guys on 
the phone for next year and spent a lot of time 
getting things going for next year today.” 

It's reasonable to expect continued success. i 
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CLASS OF 2011 ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 


NAME POS SCHOOL (HOMETOWN) HT/WT/40 RANK STARS 

BRENT CALLOWAY OLB Russellville 6-3/223/4.5 7 4 
Will get a first look at running back, but likely move to defense. 

HA’SEAN CLINTON-DIX Ss Dr. Phillips (Orlando, Fla.) 6-2/190/4.5 1 5 
Projects to receive early playing time and become starter in his second year. 

TREY DEPRIEST OLB Springfield (Ohio) 6-2/230/4.69 1 5 
Physically ready to play and might see significant playing time as freshman. 

QUINTON DIAL DT East Mississippi CC (Pinson) 6-5/310/4.9 Jc 4 
Gives the Tide a boost at defensive end and should play a lot this season. 

XZAVIER DICKSON DE Griffin (Griffin, Ga.) 6-4/248/4.9 ey eer: | 
Explosive pass rusher who might see the field early. 

AARON DOUGLAS OT Arizona Western CC (Maryville, Tenn.) 6-6/290/5.1 Jc 3 
Will compete right away for the starting left tackle position. 

PHILLIP ELY QB Plant (Tampa, Fla.) 6-1/186/4.57 41 3 
Enrolled early, but will likely redshirt his first year. 

MALCOLM FACIANE TE Memorial (Picayune, Miss.) 6-6/263/4.61 22 3 
Recovering from knee surgery and not expected to play as a freshman. 

LAMICHAEL FANNING DT Harris County (Hamilton, Ga.) 6-7/270/5.0 25 4 
Has huge upside, but needs year in the weight room and learning defense. 

DEE HART TB Dr. Phillips (Orlando, Fla.) 5-9/189/4.5 8 4 
Enrolled early and will challenge for immediate playing time on special teams. 

CHRISTION JONES CB Minor (Adamsville) 5-10/175/4.5 29 3 
Quick cornerback who gives the Tide depth. 

RYAN KELLY Cc Laklota West (West Chester, Ohio) 6-5/280/4.9 2 4 
Had knee surgery and will likely need a redshirt year. 

CYRUS KOUANDJIO OT Dematha Catholic (Hyattsville, Md.) 6-7/295/5.2 1 5 
Nation's top offensive lineman will compete to start at left tackle. 

ISAAC LUATUA OL LaMirada (LaMirada, Calif.) 6-3/298/4.98 18 3 
Physical lineman who will likely redshirt his freshman year. 

JEOFFREY PAGAN DL Asheville (Asheville, N.C.) 6-4/260/4.6 16 «4 
Had knee surgery, but may play as freshman with Tide needing pass rushers. 

D.J. PETTWAY DL Catholic (Pensacola, Fla.) 6-2/255/4.7 23 3 
Although needs a year to bulk up and add weight, may see the field in 2011. 

MARVIN SHINN WR Vigor (Prichard) 6-4/195/4.5 17s 
Good candidate to see the field and make an immediate impact as a freshman. 

VINNIE SUNSERI LB Northridge (Tuscaloosa) 6-0/205/4.6 pees 
Physical, smart linebacker who can make immediate impact on special teams. 

BRADLEY SYLVE WR Plaquemines (Port Sulphur, La.) 5-10/175/4.8 36 4 
Gamebreaker in return game and will likely return kicks and punts in 2011. 

JABRIEL WASHINGTON cB Trinity Christian (Jackson, Tenn.) 5-11/165/4.4 19 4 
Needs a redshirt year to add weight and get stronger. 

JESSE WILLIAMS DL Arizona Western CC (Brisbane, Australia) 6-4/340/ JC 4 
Big defensive lineman who many expect to make a big splash this fall. 

DANNY WOODSON WR LeFlore (Mobile) 6-2/198/ 28 «4 


Has achance to play as a freshman with the lack of depth at receiver. 


Previously Stoned Grayshirts 


RONALD CARSWELL WR Westside (Macon, Ga.) 6-0/170/4.44 28 4 
Can play on either side of the ball and could make impact on offense. 
WILSON LOVE DL Mountain Brook 6-4/290/4.7 60 3 


Athletic lineman who adds depth and could see the field in 2011. 
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CLASS OF 2011 
‘BAMA FOOTBALL 


BRENT CALLOWAY 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 


Scout.com Rank: No. 7 Outside 
Linebacker 

Hometown: Russellville High 
School, Russellville, Ala. 


Projected Position: Outside 
Linebacker 


Stats: Calloway spent the majority 
of the 2010 season on the 
offensive side of the ball. He 
rushed for 2,100 yards with 32 
touchdowns. He rushed for more 
than 100 yards in 11-of-13 games 
including a 172-yard performance 
in his final high school game against Hartselle in the quarterfinals of the 
state playoffs. 


Commit Date: 2/2/2011 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn 


Why Alabama: “Alabama has said | can play wherever | want to play, but 
| know they will put me where | need to be. That’s fine with me. It's a 
privilege for me to have a scholarship to play at their school. | am going 
to play ball for them and contribute to the team. 

“lam definitely going to give them a look at everything | can do. 
Wherever they think | fit in the program | will play. | believe | will be able 
to play in my first year on defense though. The offensive depth is pretty 
crazy, but | think | can get playing time on defense.” 


Coach Quotes (former Russellville Head Coach Doug Goodwin): “Brent is 
a player with tremendous God-given talent. He’s big, fast, and strong. If 
you name it athletically, he can do it. 

“When he practiced with us his freshman year, you could already 
see flashes of brilliance. Then he rushed for 1,400 yards as a sophomore, 
1,400 yards as a junior, and this season 2,100. 

“l_ use him at running back because it’s a position where we're pretty 
thin. We use him on defense at outside linebacker. Alabama offered him 
as a linebacker, but has told him they'll give him a shot at running back if 
he wants it. At running back he’s strong enough to run over you and fast 
enough to run away from you. 

“He's done a good job focusing on helping this team win and 
not worrying about what awaits him down the road. Brent has a big 
personality. He’s a cut-up, always happy. He's provided us with good 
senior leadership and is an outstanding teammate.” 

Andrew Bone says: “Calloway is one of the most naturally gifted 
athletes in the country. He has excellent size and speed. He can play 
on either side of the ball. Calloway runs with power and does a great job 
following his blocks as a running back. Calloway has good instincts and 
flies to the football on defense.” 
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HA’SEAN CLINTON-DIX 


Scout.com Rating: Five-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 1 Safety 
Size: 6-foot-2, 190-pounds 
Hometown: Dr. Phillips High 
School, Orlando, Fla. 
Projected Position: Safety 


Stats: Clinton-Dix had 40 tackles 
on defense and three sacks during 
his senior season. He added 13 
carries on offense for 177 yards 
and two touchdowns. He had 93 
tackles, 13 tackles for a loss, 
three interceptions, and six sacks 
as a junior. 


Commit Date: 4/17/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Florida, Florida State, Miami, Michigan, 
Southern Cal 


Why Alabama: “The atmosphere, the academic program they have, and 
| have a great chance to come in and play early. That played a big part. 
| was real big on Florida and Miami. | kind of was a Florida fan coming 
up. It was a great place to play at and not too far from home. Sean Taylor 
is my favorite player, and that is why | wanted to go to Miami. But | was 
looking for a place | can call home, and that’s Bama. 

“| like the coaching staff a lot. It’s a great environment there. | just 
felt at home. | am excited about getting there. | will have a great chance 
to play early.” 


Strength/Improvements: “| feel like | am good leader. | am a headhunter 
out on the field. | just want to continue to be a great leader.” 


Coach Quotes (Offensive coordinator Kevin Booker): “Ha’Sean came in 
and was an immediate game changer for us from the start. He’s someone 
who can play every position, outside linebacker, cornerback, safety on 
defense and wide receiver or running back on offense, not to mention 
special teams where he can returns punts or kicks. It’s great to have 
someone with that kind of versatility. 

“He made an impact right away in our secondary. Most schools were 
looking at him as a safety as he hasn't been anything short of outstanding 
there, but he can be a cover guy too. As the year progressed it was 
evident he was our best defender. 

“The thing that stands out to me the most in Ha’Sean's game is his 
fire and competitiveness. He has such a burning desire to be the best he 
can be. He has all the talent in the world to do that. Naturally he’s fast. 

“| think he could easily put on 10-15 more pounds and play inside 
linebacker. But he's 6-2, long, rangy, has great hands. We use him at a 
strong safety and as more of a true free safety, then sometimes have him 
play corner. 

“Ha'Sean’s not just a great football player, he’s a great kid. On 
the team he shows excellent leadership. He speaks his mind. In the 
classroom he's really made huge strides. Last time around he had five As 
and two Bs. He was always a good student, but now he's turned it up toa 
new level.” 


Scout.com says: “Clinton-Dix can do it all at safety, and he could probably 
be a big cornerback on the next level. He really explodes out of his breaks 
and closes on the ball extremely well. He is physical, he has instincts, and 
he has great size. As good as he is in coverage, he is just as good in run 
support. He can still improve his drops and his overall footwork, but he is 
elite, and he should be very successful on the next level.” 
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TREY DEPRIEST 


Scout.com Rating: Five-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 1 
Linebacker 

Size: 6-foot-2, 230-pounds 
Hometown: Springfield High 
School, Springfield, Ohio 
Projected Position: Middle 
Linebacker 


Stats: DePriest was second on 

the team in tackles as a senior 
with 117, made eight and a half 
sacks, and three interceptions, 
two returned for touchdowns. He 
averaged 39.6 yards per punt and 
was used on offense in short yardage packages rushing in six touchdowns. 


Commit Date: 7/30/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Ohio State, Michigan 


Why Alabama: “| just love it there. That is where | felt the most 
comfortable. They love you, but it's a different type of love. That’s just 
where | felt like | needed to go. | think the future is very bright down 
there.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| try to be a leader on and off the field. | 
played outside linebacker up until my junior year. | am more comfortable 
now playing in the middle. | need to continue to work on my flexibility 
and staying consistent.” 


Coach Quotes (Springfield Head Coach Rick Robertson): “When | first 
saw him play | really didn’t think he was that special. | just didn't see it. 
| thought he needed to spend more time in the weight room. Then, ata 
7-on-7 we had, he made a play that | don’t think I’ve ever seen in all my 
years of coaching, and | thought to myself, ‘that kid's got it.’ 

“He has a close relationship with his family, so | thought he'd 
probably stay in-state at the beginning. They encouraged him to do what's 
best for him, and | think he just felt at home at Alabama. 

“We had two big games at the end of the year which we needed 
to win. Trey came to me and said ‘give me the ball coach,’ and | didn’t 
argue with him. He rushed for close to 100 yards and helped carry us to a 
playoff berth. Trey’s the consummate team player. 

“The Monday after we lost in the play-offs ending our season Trey 
was in the weight room by himself. Then he started running around the 
track. He’s very self-disciplined. You don't need to tell Trey to do work. 

He does it on his own. That’s how seriously he took playing in the Under 
Armour game which was coming up and the up-tempo life he’s sure to see 
at Alabama. 

“We used him at outside linebacker and blitzed him a lot which 
resulted in eight and a half sacks. To reference Bill Bradley’s book, ‘A 
Sense of Where You Are,’ Trey has great instincts on the field of where 
he needs to be. He plays the game with considerable intensity, a rare 
understanding of the game, and displays unlimited potential.” 


Scout.com says: “Has the frame of a middle linebacker, but he shows 

the flexibility and change of direction to be able to play on the outside 

in space. More quick than fast, ideal for a linebacker. DePriest at times 

plays too high, but he’s strong enough that he’s gotten away with it in 

high school. He’s a tenacious pass rusher who has a knack for timing the 
P snap and beating a blocker out of his stance. Shows good balance as a 

RB.”-Scott Kennedy 


QUINTON DIAL 


a ] Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 2 Defensive 
Tackle, No. 4 overall prospect 
Size: 6-foot-6, 310-pounds 
School: East Mississippi 
Community College, Scooba, 
Miss.; Originally from Clay- 
Chalkville High School, Pinson. 
Projected Position: Defensive End 


Stats: Dial had 76 tackles this 
past season and 7.5 sacks in 10 
games. He will have three years to 
play two at The Capstone. 


Commit Date: 6/8/2008 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Florida 


Why Alabama: “| knew Alabama was always the right place for me. | like 
all the people there. The coaches kept in touch with me in junior college. 
| knew | was going there. | like the coaching staff a lot. Coach Saban is 
a great coach. | like where the program is at right now. Everything about 
Alabama is great. | love the facilities and the stadium.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| felt like | had a pretty good year. There is 
always room for improvement. | am trying to get better everyday. | wasn’t 
in good shape when | first arrived in junior college. | worked hard to get in 
the shape | am in now.” 


Scout.com says: “Always a big kid. Dial has really made strides with 

his agility and conditioning since his high school days. A player | once 
pegged as direct to offensive guard now routinely hurdles guards as he 
charges down the line of scrimmage to cut off a running back going off 
tackle. Dial must still work on keeping his pads low when he’s occupying 
a double team, but he has a lot of the right tools for the defensive line.” 
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Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 13 
Defensive End 

Size: 6-foot-4, 248-pounds 
Hometown: Griffin High School, 
Griffin, Ga. 

Projected Position: Jack 
Linebacker 


Stats: The pass rushing specialist 
had 20 sacks as a senior. He 
finished his junior season with 
94 tackles, 12 sacks, three 
interceptions, three fumbles 
caused and one fumble recovered 


for a touchdown. 


Commit Date: 1/5/2011 
Recruiting Competition: Georgia, Auburn 


Why Alabama: “| like Alabama's coaches. | like the defense and 
surroundings. Alabama showed a major interest in me compared to the 
other schools. And they have told me that | can play early and have a 
major impact on the team. 

“| just like how they play hard-nosed football. They've got a great 
coaching staff and just know how to get after it every day.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| go hard every play. | can play the pass well 
and have good instincts. | get off the ball quickly and close on the man 
fast. | want to improve my pass rush and have quicker hands. | also want 
to play the run better and improve my blocking.” 


Coach Quotes (Griffin Head Coach Steve Devoursney): “Xzavier’s a big kid 
who can move. We knew the potential was there for big things as early 
as his sophomore year if he kept working at getting better. He developed 
into great football player. He’s proved himself against top competition as 
evidenced by his play in the Under Amour game. 

“He’s got a knack for rushing and getting to the quarterback. He 
tackles well, does a good job of using his hands to disengage himself 
from the defender, and is very athletically gifted. He can throw a football 
70 yards in the air. 

“He’s a character, but also a great competitor. Alabama, specifically 
Kirby Smart, did a great job recruiting him. Coach Smart sat down with 
Xzavier and his father and really sold them on the program. 

“His Dad liked how they monitor the football players’ academics. He 
wants Xzavier to graduate with a degree he can make good use of when his 
playing career is complete. He felt like Alabama had the total program.” 


Scout.com says: “Dickson is an explosive player who fires off the ball. 
He is an excellent athlete who has great body control and can change 
direction well. He is being recruited primarily to play defense in college, 
but is good enough to be a top tight end. He gets to the ball quickly and 
will be a defensive end or outside linebacker depending on the scheme.” 
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AARON DOUGLAS 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 1 offensive 
tackle 

Size: 6-foot-6, 285-pounds 
Hometown: Arizona Western 
Community College, Yuma; 
originally from Maryville, Tenn. 
Projected Position: Offensive Tackle 


Stats: Douglas started 12 games 
at offensive tackle for AWCC in his 
only season there, all but three 

of those starts coming on the left 
side. Named second-team National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
All-America. In 2009 was starting 


tackle at Tennessee. 


Commit Date: 12/16/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Arkansas, Southern Cal 


Why Alabama: “| really came down to a last minute decision. The coaching 
staff at Alabama was phenomenal. It was something | just couldn't pass up on. 
“| had a lot of great schools recruiting me, but in the end it was 
Alabama. They are a powerhouse, and they have great tradition. There isn't 
a better place in college football than Alabama. What they have going on is 

really special. It was the best decision for me and my future. 

“| was fortunate to win a few state championships in high school. | 
am hungry to win a championship again. | know the Alabama coaches have 
been putting together great recruiting classes to win championships. | feel 
real comfortable that will happen. They have a lot of guys coming back. The 
odds are really good for Alabama to win more championships. 

“It's going to be pretty crazy for me who grew up a Tennessee fan. | play 
for the Crimson Tide now. It is what it is. | am going out there to lay it on the 
line. It’s going to be a war. This is SEC football. | am all Alabama now. 

“| know several guys on the team like Dont’a Hightower, Barrett Jones, 
and Brian Vogler. | hung out with those guys when | went on my official 
visit. | actually took Vogler around when he came on his visit to Tennessee. 
He then was my host at Alabama. That was real cool. We stayed in touch 
even after he decided to go to Alabama. 

“Those players made me feel real comfortable about going to 
Alabama. They are great guys. | could tell after spending one weekend at 
Alabama that is where | need to be. It’s a great environment.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| want to get stronger and bigger. | am 
280-pounds right now. | need to be 300 by the time the season rolls 
around. | want to make sure | am eating right. | know | can play the game 
of football. | can’t wait to learn the offense.” 


Coach Quotes (AWCC Head Coach Tom Minnick): “When | look at Aaron’s 
game the first thing that jumps out at me are his quick feet. That's what 
the most sought after left tackles have that the others don't. He continued 
to add weight and get stronger while he was here, and down the road | see 
him getting even more massive with continued work in the weight room. 

“He's a great kid and a leader. He did a fine job helping the freshmen 
offensive linemen get better. With the experience he had having played in 
the SEC, they listened to what he had to tell them. 

“| don’t get involved with the kids’ decisions unless they were placed 
here. He made the decision by himself. He must have really liked what he 
heard from Alabama though, because he had the opportunity to go to USC 
which uses the same playbook he knew from his time at Tennessee." 


Andrew Bone says: “Douglas will enter spring practice with game 
experience in the SEC after spending a year at Tennessee. He has excellent 
size and great feet. He will challenge immediately for the vacated left 
tackle position. He has a lot of great physical tools, experience and great 
knowledge of the position.” 
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PHILLIP ELY 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 41 
Quarterback 

Size: 6-foot-1, 186-pounds 
Hometown: Plant High School, 
Tampa, Fla. 

Projected Position: Quarterback 


Stats: Ely overcame injuries to 
throw for 2,731 yards and 26 
touchdowns. He led Plant to the 
Class 5A state finals. He led Plant 
in 2009 to the Florida 5A state 
title. Ely passed for 1,860 yards 
with 20 touchdowns and just three 


interceptions. 


Commit Date: 8/11/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Arizona State, Clemson, LSU, South Florida, 
Tennessee 


Why Alabama: “| just kind of flowed into it. It was one of those things 
where Alabama came on late. | didn’t really put it out there, but | decided 
to go with it. | think the quarterback situation is really good. 

“| think their season went pretty well. They had a couple losses that 
were tough. | think they wanted to win a national championship. They had 
a pretty good season though. The coaching staff seems great. They seem 
like great guys who care about their players and they know what they are 
talking about.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| feel like | have improved my arm strength. | 
have good accuracy.” 


Coach Quotes (Plant Head Coach Robert Weiner): “| think one of the 
things we all see in Phillip is he's a winner, and you can’t underestimate 
that trait of his. Some how, some way he has this dynamic personality 
that attracts other people to do the right things and rally others for a 
common cause. 

“If you look at Phillip’s varsity career he’s been to the state finals 
three times, and won it twice. | believe his record is 32-3 as a starting 
quarterback, very similar to the numbers that the previous quarterback 
(Greg McElroy) at Alabama had. That's Phillip; he's that kind of kid. He’s 
going to make sure that everybody is in the right place doing the right 
things, and then he’s going to take care of his part of the job. 

“He's got a great opportunity, he’s going in there early. He’s going 
to take 15 credits as a student, and probably nine or 10 in the summer. 
He’ll have 24 credit hours before he ever starts as a freshman year. That's 
very important to him. He is such an outstanding student. It really is a 
great opportunity. 

“He is going to go in there and learn the offense this spring, 
and he’s real excited about that. Obviously, if you are not the 6-4, 

6-5 quarterback you better be making up for it in other areas. Phillip 
is incredibly smart, and his work ethic may only be rivaled by his 
predecessors Robert Marve and Aaron Murray.” 


Scout.com says: “Ely is a winner and leader first and foremost. He has two 
state title rings and a runner-up. On the field, he is a very good decision 
maker, and he throws with good consistently. His arm strength does need to 
continue to get stronger as he prepares for the next level. When he tries to 
gun it in there, it tends to sail high. He has outstanding footwork. There is 
nothing flashy about Ely, but he wins and gets the job done.” 


MALCOLM FACIANE 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 22 Tight End 
Size: 6-foot-6, 240-pounds 
Hometown: Picayune High School, 
Picayune, Miss. 

Projected Position: Tight End 


Stats: Faciane caught five passes 
at Picayune for 122 yards with 
three touchdowns. He was named 
to the Dandy Dozen by the Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger. 


Commit Date: 4/15/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Ole Miss, 


Mississippi State, Southern Miss 


Why Alabama: “Alabama was always one of my favorite colleges. It feels 
like home out there. When | went out there | noticed they were going to 
make sure | got my degree in addition to helping me be a better football 
player and a better person.” 


Strengths/Improvements: Malcolm is athletically what every college 
program is looking for in a tight end. He is a perfect fit for the Tide’s 
offense. He has the right blend of blocking prowess to seal off the edge 
and the speed to outrun linebackers in the passing game. Men his size 
generally do not move the way he does, which is one of the things that 
makes him special. In the offensive system at Picayune, Faciane was 
often basically another tackle. 

His skills as a receiver are something he will need to work on at the 
next level. He has average hands, which is a by-product of inexperience 
as a receiver. 

Due to his frame and strong foundation as a punishing blocker, 
Malcolm could slide down a spot and play tackle in Tuscaloosa. 


Coach Quotes (Picayune Head Coach Dodd Lee): “! believe he has his 
best football ahead of him as he matures both physically and mentally. 
He's got a ton of talent. | can see him on the offensive line at tackle or 
tight end in college. 

“Malcolm became a starter for us his junior year. We used him 
at both tight end and defensive end. In his role at tight end we like 
his ability of block at the point of attack, his great hands, and his 
athleticism. 

“He's a good kid from a good family. For someone his size, he has a 
kind, gentle nature about him. | don't foresee any off-the-field problems 
in Malcolm’s future.” 


Scout.com says: “Faciane is a special talent. He has excellent speed 
for a player his size and is a true tight end rather than a converted wide 
receiver. Malcolm is very good at the point of contact on running plays. 
He has good arm length that allows him to keep defenders off of him. 
He has soft hands and gets North and South in a hurry. He is extremely 
athletic and could push for playing time early in his college career. 
Players with his skill set are rare.” 
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LAMICHAEL FANNING 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 25 
Defensive End 

Size: 6-foot-7, 285-pounds 
Hometown: Harris County High 
School, Hamilton, Ga. 

Projected Position: Defensive End 


Commit Date: 4/17/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, 
Clemson, Florida, Georgia, 
Tennessee 


Why Alabama: “Alabama recruited 
me all the way back when | was a 
sophomore. They were in it from the very beginning. They feel like family. 
The coaches at Alabama made me feel so close to them that | can see 
myself playing for them. Alabama had everything | was looking for in 

a program. | like their coaches, players, and the facilities. | like being 
around everyone. They are real cool.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| am really just trying to work on my speed.” 


Coach Quotes (Harris County Head Coach Tommy Parks): “He transferred 
to us from the other high school, and he was here in his senior year. He's 
just an outstanding football player, and we've been working with him to 
get his academics together. 

“He's a big kid, very athletic to be as big as he is (strengths). 
Footwork and getting his motor running a little bit, but mainly his 
footwork (as improving). 

“| think they (Alabama) were there early on recruiting him from day 
one. With them being there first and as often as they were they recruited 
him, Just keeping up and taking interest in him, and with him going to 
their camps. That probably just sparked an interest in him for Alabama.” 

(Fanning spent a year at Auburn High School prior to transferring to 
Harris County.) 

“LaMichael’'s come a long way,” said Auburn High Coach Tim Carter 
after his junior year. “He's getting some in-depth coaching with Don 
Dunn, who has 14 years of experience coaching in the SEC. He came 
in raw from Callaway, but with lots of ability. He's made tremendous 
improvements in his game. 

“He came to us in late-August of 2009 and was a welcome arrival. 
In our 8-man front we rotate a lot, and he was a big part of the rotation in 
helping us go 13-1. LaMichael has excellent size and speed. We use him 
a lot on the end, but he can play inside and out. 

“He's a light-hearted, gentle giant. Happy-go-lucky, loves to joke 
around, just a lot of fun to be around. In the classroom he continues to 
make improvement with work to do. He’s focused on that, and knows well 
the consequences of not qualifying academically. 

“He has an unbelievable amount of athleticism. It’s probably the 
most athleticism | have seen in 20 years of coaching. He has to become 
more consistent.” 


Scout.com says: “Fanning is one of the most impressive prospects on 

the hoof that you will see in 2011. He has great size with good feet and 
outstanding athleticism, but he just has to put it all together on the field. 
He needs to continue to build up his strength, play with more toughness, 
and improve his technique. He could end up on the defensive or offensive 
line on the next level. His ceiling is high because of size and athleticism.” 
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DEE HART 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 8 Running 
Back 

Size: 5-foot-9, 189-pounds 
Hometown: Dr. Phillips High 
School, Orlando, Fla. 

Projected Position: Running Back 


Stats: Hart rushed for 2,218 yards 
and added 28 receptions for 518 
yards in 2010. He accounted 

for more than 3,000 total yards 

as a senior scoring a total of 50 
touchdowns. He was named the U.S. 
Army National Player of the Year. 


Commit Date: 1/8/2011 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Florida, Michigan 


Why Alabama: “| always liked Bama. First of all, a lot of things came up: 
the coaching change at Michigan and me trying to get into school early. 

| didn’t know what coach was going to be there (Michigan). But Alabama 
was just always a place | wanted to go.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “My strength on the field is my field vision and 
passion for the game. | need to continue to stay in the weight room and 
be a leader.” 


Coach Quotes (Offensive Coordinator Kevin Booker): “He became a big 
weapon in our offense leading he team in rushing and was second in 
receiving. He set a school record with 170 receiving yards in a game and 
did it with only three catches. 

“Dee's senior year is when you saw it all come together for him as a 
true running back. His field vision, ability to break tackles, his cuts, and 
leg strength were unbelievable. He was our guy on offense. It didn’t hurt 
that the offensive line was better, but this was clearly a bigger, stronger, 
harder running Dee Hart. 

“There were four games this year which Dee rushed for over 200 yards. 
In one game he had six touchdowns in the first half, and we didn’t play him 
in the second half. In four games he took the first play from scrimmage for a 
touchdown, and two of those games were in the playoffs. In a few games the 
players from the other teams were doing some jawing, calling us “overrated” 
so it was nice to see Dee bust one on them right off the bat. 

“| think Dee felt comfortable with the coaching staff at Alabama. 
He liked Coach Saban and said he thought he spoke to him genuinely 
without trying to sound like he was selling him anything. Coach Saban 
talked with Dee about what Alabama has and where he'd fit in and didn’t 
make any promises or guarantees. He told him if he was going to get early 
playing time, he was going to have to work to earn it. 

“| may be biased, but | can say objectively that this kid is honestly 
special. People question his size (5-9, 190), but some of the best running 
backs in NFL history were small like Barry Sanders and Emmitt Smith. I'm 
not trying to compare him to those guys, but it wouldn't surprise me if he 
turned into that type of player. He’s ultra-athletic, ultra-driven, and ultra- 
intelligent. Some of the things Dee can do are just uncoachable. 

“Dee is the best kid I've ever coached. He did a great job in the 
classroom. At some high schools the academic staff and the athletic staff 
are at odds, but Dee crossed those barriers. He was loved by the teachers, 
students, and coaches.” 


Scout.com says: “Hart is a very versatile football player. He is a top 
athlete, but he is a true football player too. He may not be the biggest 
player on the field when he is out there, but he makes a lot of big plays. 
He really knows how to burst through the hole quickly. His initial burst 
is one of his biggest strengths. He also has wide receiver-like hands, and 
they are good enough he could be used as a slot receiver. He is a very 
strong athlete that is really put together. He can run physical, he can 
break tackles, he makes good cuts, and he can catch passes in traffic as 
well. He also has the ability to play corner or small safety. He has ball 
skills, he can tackle, and he is a gamer.” 
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CHRISTION JONES 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 29 
cornerback 

Size: 5-foot-10, 175-pounds 
Hometown: Minor High School, 
Adamsville, Ala. 

Projected Position: Cornerback 


Stats: Jones rushed for 1,500 
yards and 19 touchdowns 

as a senior. He added four 
interceptions on defense. Jones 
finished his junior season with 65 
tackles and seven interceptions. 
He also had four rushing 
touchdowns, two punt returns, and one kick return for scores. 


Commit Date: 9/30/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Florida, Georgia Tech, Tennessee 


Why Alabama: “| know all of the coaches at Alabama really well. I’ve 
been to Alabama a lot. | am real familiar and comfortable with them. | 
have a great realationship with the coaches. 

“| love the chance | will have to play for Nick Saban. | love to 
have a shot getting a ring. | know I'd have a good chance doing that at 
Alabama.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “I’m quick, and | have good ball awareness. | 
can go up and down the field and have great conditioning. | play loose, 
and I'm very versatile. | like to hit too, and | think I'm pretty tough. 

“| want to be more explosive when hitting. I’m trying to get my 
upper body stronger and be more physical. | also want to improve my 
speed.” 


Coach Quotes (Minor Head Coach Randy Cook): “That spring (of 2007) 
we put him in the slot, and he scored a touchdown in our first scrimmage 
and was then kind of pushed to the offensive side. As a sophomore we 
put him over on defense and he became a starter playing free safety and 
cornerback. 

“They tried picking on him at first, but then he showed he was a 
player to be reckoned with by making some big interceptions. He was raw 
back then, but you could see he had pretty good range and ball skills. 

“In his second game as a junior in a game against Bryant, Christion 
was just one week back from having surgery on his thumb and had a great 
game. It was then | knew he was on his way to being a special player by 
displaying that kind of toughness and fortitude. 

“Christion covers so much ground as a defensive back. He goes 
hash-to-hash. He does an accurate job reading his key. | think he'll 
probably be a cornerback, but I’d give him a look on offense and special 
teams. 

“He rushed for over 1,100 yards as a senior in 6A ball and returned 
three kicks for touchdowns. He could play slot receiver in college.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Jones is an electrifying athlete on both sides of the 
ball. He stars as a running back and on defense for the Tigers. Jones 
really excels with his reaction and quickness. He does a great job reading 
plays and is very quick breaking on the ball. Jones has established 
himself as a game-breaker on the offensive side of the ball which helped 
increase his stock. College coaches saw Jones as a versatile athlete 

who can play more than one position. He has a great blend of speed, 
quickness, and field vision.” 


RYAN KELLY 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 2 Center 
Size: 6-foot-5, 280-pounds 
Hometown: Lakota West High 
School, West Chester, Ohio 
Projected Position: Center 


Accolades: All- conference, All- 
Butler County, and All-Southwest 
Ohio 


Commit Date: 7/19/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Florida, 
Tennessee 


Why Alabama: “The decision came down to Alabama and Florida. Both of 
those teams dominate the SEC every year. My head coach told me to put 
all the other stuff behind me and decide where | would fit in if | didn’t 
play football. 

“| sat down and thought about it. Alabama was the answer. That's 
where | really wanted to be. Coach (Jeff) Stoutiland seems like a good guy. 
| am excited to play for him. It was pretty fun to get to know him. 

“| check Scout pretty often. | saw a thread where it was saying 
Coach (Joe) Pendry was retiring. | didn't know Coach Stoutland was the 
new coach until later on. 

“Coach Stoutland was trying to learn as much about me as he could. 
| thought he was a great guy.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| would say | have grown about an inch and 
put on 30-pounds since last year. It’s not fat. 

“| have already seen a big difference in my footwork, size and 
strength. That is what | have noticed. | think pass blocking is my greatest 
ability. | am good at bending my knees. 

“1 need to work on run blocking. Pass blocking has always carried 
me as a strength.” 


Coach Quotes (Lakota West Head Coach Jeff Wadl): “Ryan added a lot of 
muscle between his sophomore and junior seasons. He really took off as 
a player during his junior season. We're very demanding as coaches on 
technique, and he took to the coaching with an excellent understanding 
of what we wanted. 

“We decided to move him from tackle to center to help lead the 
offensive line. Ryan’s the type of guy who's going to do what's important 
to help his team. He never puts himself first. 

“In his first game, he may be a bit overwhelmed, but he’s not 
going to let it ruin him. Ryan has the maturity, mental toughness, and 
demeanor to adapt to the situation at hand. His level-headedness is 
probably the characteristic | admire most about Ryan. 

“Physically, Ryan has excellent length and reach. He’s strong now, 
but he’ll continue to get stronger. He'll give Alabama a lot of flexibility to 
where they can play him. 

“I think he has the ability to play anywhere on the line. If they play him at 
center like they've talked about doing, it will give them a player at the position 
with tremendous football wisdom. Ryan’s someone you want as the key guy in 
calling for adjustments that need to be made at the line of scrimmage.” 


Scout.com says: “With great physical size Kelly is a joy to watch. Capable 
of playing any spot on the offensive line. Kelly is smooth in his movement 
showing great feet and the ability to pull and reach second level defenders. 
With his long arms he’s capable of looking defensive ends out and making 
them work to have any chance of getting to the quarterback. Kelly is 
capable of run blocking and setting up in Pass Pro stopping speed rushers 
and bull rushes. With his agility Kelly is a coaches’ dream, and he will only 
get better in the coming years as he matures and learns more technique.” 
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CYRUS KOUANDJIO 


Scout.com Rating: Five-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 1 Offensive 
Tackle 

Hometown: Dematha Catholic 
School, Hyattsville, Md. 
Projected Position: Offensive 
Tackle 


Commit Date: 2/5/2011 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, 
lowa, New Mexico, USC 


Why Alabama: “It's a great thing 
that my brother is there, but it did 
not influence my decision. | love 
Alabama. | love their facilities. Everything is new age and upgraded. The 
people down there are great. | love them. It's a great environment. What 
| like most about them is the coaching staff. Coach Sal (Sunseri) is my 
man. | love that guy.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “! think football is more of a mental game. | 
don’t talk a lot. Guys try to get in your head. Football can be a personal 
game. | am very strong-minded. Before | go into a game | talk to myself. | 
think | am going to be a dominant force out there. Whoever my opponent 
is | am going to let him know who is boss. Not by my mouth, but by my 
actions. | am a very high-intensity player. | like to drive block. | am very 
good at one-on-ones. | work a lot at pass protection every night after my 


work-outs. Kick-step-punch, kick-step-punch. | got that down pretty good. 


| would definitely say my drive block and pass protection are my biggest 

strengths. | would really like to improve my hand placement. That is the 
main thing | want to improve. | think | have improved staying down low, 

but | can get better. | think | am a pretty good overall player, but there is 
always room for improvement.” 


Coach Quotes (DeMatha Head Coach Bill McGregor): “Cyrus is very 
physical and very aggressive. He has a great upside. Cyrus hasn't played 
much football. | think he has a bright future. He can easily play on the 
defensive side of the ball if he does not make it as an offensive tackle. 
He's very athletic.” 


Scout.com says: “Kouandjio has an incredible wing-span and frame. Not 
many kids can walk around at 280-plus pounds and look skinny. Once he 
fills out his frame the sky is the limit. Kouandjio plays the game with a 
mean streak, and he finishes blocks. He is a dominant run blocker and is 
outstanding in pass protection. He shows outstanding feet while playing 
in space. He can stop big run stuffers or speed rushers.” 


ISAAC LUATUA 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 18 offensive 
guard 

Size: 6-foot-3, 285-pounds 
Hometown: La Mirada High 
School, La Mirada, Calif. 
Projected Position: Center/Guard 


Stats: Luatua was a standout on 
the offensive and defensive line. 
He played in the Offense-Defense 
All-American game. 


Commit Date: 6/8/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Arkansas, 
Boston College, UConn, Tennessee, UCLA 


Why Alabama: “| want to play for Coach Saban. He's a winner, tough, 
hard-nosed, preaches toughness and discipline. Coach Saban and Coach 
(Jim) McElwain are guys that | will fight for, sell out everyday to make 
them proud, and show them how fortunate and grateful | am for this 
opportunity. 

“| also understand that getting a degree from Alabama will help 
me in life after football. There just isn't another place like it, and it’s a 
perfect fit. 

“| don’t care about depth charts. I'm going to Alabama and the 
tradition, fan support and the academics were all the determing factor 
in my decision. I'm going to give everything | got to the University of 
Alabama and to the state of Alabama.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “|'m explosive. | get after the guy in front of me 
fast and try to knock him down. I’m very physical. But | want to try and 
stay lower and not always have to outmuscle guys.” 


Coach Quotes (La Mirada Head Coach Mike Moschetti): “Isaac's a kid 
who has everything you want in a football player. When | quarterbacked 
at Colorado in the 90s my center was Andre Gurode (a four-time NFL pro 
bowler with the Dallas Cowboys), and Isaac is the best |'ve been around. 

“What many of the schools who were recruiting Isaac loved about 
him was his ability to play center, guard and defensive line. He's 
compact, he can run, he’s athletic, and he’s only 16. He can bench 225 
pounds 24 times. Isaac's a tough, hard-nosed winner. 

“His goal was to play in the SEC. When Alabama came out here and 
won the National Championship at the Rose Bowl it made a big impact 
on these West Coast guys. He wants to get away from home and play for 
Coach Saban. 

“Isaac's a very humble kid from a great family. He didn’t like all the 
recruiting attention, but was grateful to have it. He’s a quiet, ‘yes sir, no 
sir’ kid, who will go to Alabama, get his degree, keep his mouth shut, and 
work extremely hard in the process. He never misses a game, practice, or 
time in the weight room, just an amazing work ethic. 

“He does whatever the team needs him to. | don’t think he 
understands how great he is, not that he’s lacking in confidence. He told 
me he wakes up every morning, looks in the mirror, and says he's going 
to outwork every kid in the country. His goal is to get better and stronger 
until he’s reached perfection.” 


Scout.com says: “Luatua plays defensive tackle and offensive guard for his 
La Mirada team, but he projects full time to the offensive side of the ball 

on the next level. Naturally strong and a hard worker, Luatua is a people 
mover through sheer natural ability. He needs to work on his pad level, hand 
placement and overall technique in most phases of the game, but his size 
and aggressiveness make him an asset in the running game immediately.” 
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JEOFFREY PAGAN 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 16 
Defensive End 

Size: 6-foot-4, 260-pounds 
Hometown: Asheville High School, 
Asheville, N.C. 

Projected Position: Defensive End 


Stats: Pagan finished his junior 
season with 52 tackles, 14 sacks, 
11 tackles for loss, three forced 
fumbles and two interceptions 


Commit Date: 2/2/2011 
Recruiting Competition: Clemson, 


Georgia, Florida 


Strengths/Improvements: “| can make my team better. I’m good at the 
pass rush and can drop back too. I’m very versatile and |'m pretty strong. 
| want to get meaner on the field. People think I’m too nice. | just play 
the game, but | guess | should have more of a mean streak. |’m also 
trying to improve my overall technique.” 


Coach Quotes (Asheville Head Coach Danny Wilkins): “We recognized 
with his size, athleticism, and quickness that he may make a good 
defensive end. The first time he was ever in a three-point stance was 
right before his junior season. The rest, as they say, is history. He 
had substantial season in productivity, he dominated the competition 
in our area, and put together a highlight reel that got everybody's 
attention. At defensive end, Jeff's very explosive. He’s a 4.6 (40) guy, 
which is excellent from someone his size. He has the ability to track 
down skill players from behind. Having played basketball, and the 
time he spent at wide receiver, | think has helped in his agility. His 
size and athleticism really separate him from the rest at defensive 
end. He’s strong too, a 330-pound power clinger. | always say Jeff's a 
14-year old in a man’s body. He’s got an innocence and naivety about 
him. He's very respectful and has a good demeanor. On the team he 
was elected one of our captains. He's very well respected and gets 
along well with all of his teammates.” 


Scout.com Says: “Pagan is a big athlete who gets off the ball quickly. 
His strengths include pursuit, body control, and just making plays. He is 
a raw end with a lot of room to improve. He is just a natural athlete who 
started playing DE in 2009. Once he improves his technique he is going 
to be a real force in college. The natural tools are all in place.” 


D.J. PETTWAY 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 23 
Defensive Tackle 

Size: 6-foot-2.5, 260-pounds 
Hometown: Catholic High School, 
Pensacola, Fla. 

Projected Position: Defensive End 


Stats: Pettway had 80 tackles 
and eight sacks during the 2010 
season. He registered 85 tackles 
and 12.5 sacks as a junior. 


— \ Commit Date: 4/19/2010 
= Recruiting Competition: Florida, 


Florida State, LSU, Miami, USC 


Why Alabama: “It’s a home-town feeling up there. They have a very good 
coaching staff up there. They play as a family. It’s a brotherhood. They 
won a national championship as one. It’s nice up there. It’s not too far 
away. My mom and dad can come see every game. They can be close if 
anything happens. The facilities are great. You can’t get any better. 

“They recruited me as a defensive end. They said they wanted 
someone who could move. They have struggled with big defensive ends 
coming off the edge. They wanted someone who could bring a pass 
rushing presence. | am 6-foot-3, 250-pounds.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| spent time working with a trainer. | learned 
the dip move. | read plays better, and | understand what the offensive 
linemen are trying to do when they are coming at me. | am real quick off 
the ball. | feel like | have good knowledge of the game.” 


Coach Quotes (Pensacola Catholic Head Coach Greg Seibert): “D.J. came 
in as a skill player. On the JV squad he played quarterback and was in- 
line to play the position when he got to varsity. 

“When we looked at his body type and footwork, we thought moving 
him to defensive end would make the most sense in the long run. He 
started eight-nine games for us his freshman year and hasn't missed a 
start since. 

“| think we made a good decision to move him. Other teams make 
their game plans to avoid him as much as possible. He plays the run 
well and is difficult to hold off in pass rush. | look for D.J. to lead the 
defensive unit and be its focal point. 

“His knowledge of the game is going to serve him best at the next 
level. D.J. sees what an offense is trying to accomplish prior to the play 
and positions himself accordingly. Good feet, plays well at pad level, 
excellent first step, and good hand placement are all fine attributes to his 
game. | think he’ll do really well with Coach (Sal) Sunseri. 

“His ability to put the team first and not make it about himself, but 
something bigger is rare in a lot of today's athletes. D.J. does that. He 
accepts coaching and will make the adjustments necessary to help his 
team be successful. 

“He’s a character, sort of a jokester who’s a lot of fun to be around. | 
think the other players are drawn to his personality.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Pettway is an elite pass rusher who brings speed 
and toughness to the defensive line. He is very athletic and does a 
great job with his hands. He is explosive off the football and has one of 
the quickest first steps of any defensive player in the country. He was 
recruited to play defensive end.” 
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MARVIN SHINN 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 17 Wide 
Receiver 

Size: 6-foot-4, 195-pounds 
Hometown: Vigor High School, 
Prichard, Ala. 

Projected Position: Wide Receiver 


Stats: Shinn has 51 receptions for 
796 yards and nine touchdowns 
this past season. Shinn had more 
than 900 total yards of offense 
during the 2009 season and 17 
touchdowns. 


Commit Date: 4/18/2009 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Florida State, LSU, Miami, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee 


Why Alabama: “Alabama has been my school since | was young, and 
they were first to offer. So | just took it. They surprised me with an 
offer. Alabama is always where | wanted to go since | was little, so | just 
accepted the offer from them. 

“There was no point in me waiting to make my decision. This has 
been my dream my whole life to play at Alabama. Hopefully | can go up 
there and make an impact similar to Julio Jones. | know | have to go in 
there and work hard. It’s going to take a lot of effort from my part to be 
able to make that type of impact. | plan to work as hard as | can to play 
early at Alabama. 

“I love how they play football up there. They do things the right way. 
That is where | feel at home.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| am really good at jumping. | can get up real 
high. | am long too. | am trying to improve my short routes, That's all | 
really need right there.” 


Coach Quotes (Vigor Head Coach Kerry Stevenson): “Marvin is probably 
the best football player | have ever coached. He has more potential than 
anyone | have coached. He has a lot of upside. He is a great athlete. 

He has all the physical tools you look for in a receiver, and every day he 
continues to work hard. Marvin has the ability to make a big impact at 
Alabama. | have been around a lot of great receivers and seen a bunch 
in these All-American games. Marvin was injured at the Under Armour 
All-American game and didn’t get a chance to showcase himself, but he 
is fine now. He is working to get to Alabama. He is 6-foot-4, and is very 
good after the catch. He can make people miss in the open field. He has 
the ability to make a Julio Jones-type impact at Alabama. It's all up to 
him. He has to take care of business and work hard. He has to listen to 
the coaching staff. They will get him where he wants to be.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Shinn is an elite receiver prospect who has the ability 
to contribute early. He has excellent size and length. He has excellent 
speed and does a great job creating separation. Shinn is quick and can 
make plays in the open field.” 


VINNIE SUNSERI 


Scout.com Rating: Three-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 28 Middle 
Linebacker 

Size: 6-foot 205-pounds 
Hometown: Northridge High 
School, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Projected Position: Linebacker/ 
Safety 


Stats: Sunseri finished his senior 
season with 144 tackles, three 
interceptions and two fumble 
recoveries for touchdowns. He was 
named the Class 6A Lineman of 
the Year. In 2009, Sunseri recorded 
109 tackles in 2009 with 15 tackles for loss, five interceptions, three 

forced fumbles and three fumble recoveries at Marvin Ridge High School in 
Waxhaw, N.C. He earned the Bronko Nagurski Defensive Player of the Year 
award in the state of North Carolina and Conference Player of the Year. 


Commit Date: 6/12/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Louisville, Memphis, Pittsburgh 


Why Alabama: “The SEC is the best conference in college football. | want 
to prove myself against the best. | have a great opportunity to be coached 
by my dad. | can learn from the best to make me the best. The chance to 
play for Alabama is a dream come true. | love everything about Alabama. 
| love their fans. | love the support they have for the team. | love the 
stadium. | love the tradition. | just love everything about it.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “My knowledge for the game is my biggest 
strength. | feel like my speed is another strength. | have gotten a lot faster 
since my sophomore year. It has helped me out a lot. | would like to improve 
my strength. | would also like to increase my weight and get thicker.” 


Coach Quotes (Head Coach Michael Smith): “Alabama sees him as a 
hybrid safety/linebacker. In our first game against Walker County he had 
16 tackles. He shows excellent instincts in having the ability to see the 
play happening and knowing where to be to make a play on the ball. 
“When he committed to Alabama the interest in Vinnie was really 
starting to stir. There were many schools ready to offer, but when he 
committed they kind of gave up with his father being a coach there. 
“He has family at both Alabama and Pittsburgh. He decided that 
balanced it out, so it wasn’t the deciding factor in his decision. He 
wanted to concentrate which he felt was the better program. While Pitt 
has a fine program, they're not Alabama, not coming off a National 
Championship. Vinnie wanted to be a part of that and to play in the SEC. 
“There is no reason Vinnie should be anything less than a 4-star 
rated player. He possesses tremendous quickness and speed. He's got 
a great motor and is continuously running during the play. He also has 
terrific hands. As a tackler, when he hits you, you’re going down. 
“Vinne’s a very likeable, personable guy. He interacts well with 
people. You'd never think he was a star player when you talk to him. In 
the classroom he’s a straight-A student.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Sunseri is one of the best underersized players in 
the country. He has excellent knowledge of the game. His mind is like a 
sponge soaking in everything. He does a great job reading plays and flies 
to the football. He performs well in pass coverage and has good hands. 
He is a sideline-to-sideline player who is very physical. Sunseri may end 
up as a Safety, but he is a natural at linebacker. He understands the 
Position very well. He enrolled at Alabama in January and will participate 
in spring practice. He needs to continue to build his strength and add 
weight while maitaining his speed.” 
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BRADLEY SYLVE 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 36 Wide 
Receiver 

Size: 5-foot-11, 175-pounds 
Hometown: South Plaquemines 
High School, Port Sulphur, La. 
Projected Position: Wide Receiver 


Stats: Sylve was 14-of-19 for 
209 yards with four touchdowns 
and zero interceptions. He 
rushed 52 times for 945 yards 
with 15 touchdowns, and he had 
16 catches for 262 yards. He 

: added four kick-off returns for 
touchdowns and four punt returns for touchdowns. 


Commit Date: 5/12/2010 
Recruiting Competition: LSU 


Why Alabama: “Coach (Burton) Burns came to my state championship 
game when | was a sophomore. My coach told me that Alabama really 
liked me. The next day | received an offer in the mail from Alabama 
saying they had an offer for me. | am not going to lie. LSU was No. 1 on 
my list, but things change. | felt more comfortable at Alabama. 

“Coach Burns and | talked for a long time. | went up to Alabama 
for a visit, and | liked everything. | liked the facilities and the coaches. 
Coach Nick Saban does a great job of putting players in the league.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “They say | am a dynamic receiver. They say | have 
good speed, and | am explosive. | know | am good at getting to the end zone. 
| can take a negative play and turn it into an 80 yard touchdown.” 


Coach Quotes (Larry Schaff, offensive coordinator): “He’s such a weapon 
for us because he can score every time he touches the ball. You have 
to take a good angle in order to bring him down, and many times that 
won't work. He's athletic, fast, and has a talent for making people miss. 
We want him touching the ball as many times as possible because of his 
ability to take it to the house. 
“While there’s so much talent there with Bradley, it’s still developing. 
He’s still raw. | think he can play either cornerback or wide receiver in 
college. Coach Saban’s going to put him where he’ll best help the team. 
“With his speed, he can play both defensive back positions, not to 
mention special teams where he can return kicks and punts. With the 
moves he has and once he gets that speed in gear, he’s always a threat. 


“At Alabama, Bradley will be competing against the best-of-the-best. 


Having the kind of coaching and talent around Bradley will help take his 
game to a whole other level. Coach Saban will get the best out of Bradley 
in every way imaginable. 

“He works hard in the weight room and the classroom, volunteering 
for extra work when he doesn’t have to. In school he’s doing well because 
he knows he has a lot to gain and even more to lose if he doesn’t.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Sylve is one of the most dynamic receivers in this 
recruiting class. He missed his entire junior season due to a foot injury, 
but he returned to form during his senior year. He has blazing speed with 
excellent quickness and field vision. He is a game-breaker who may see 


the field in 2011.” 


JABRIEL WASHINGTON 


Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 19 
Cornerback 

Size: 5-foot-11, 165-pounds 
Hometown: Trinity Christian 
Academy, Jackson, Tenn. 
Projected Position: Cornerback 


Stats: Washington led Trinity 
Christian to a runner-up finish in 
the Tennessee Class 2A finals. 
He started at quarterback his 
senior season throwing for 2,635 
yards and rushing for more than 
1,000 yards. He had 111 tackles 
on defense, five fumbles, six interceptions for 127 yards, eight pass 
deflections, one caused fumble, and eight punt returns for 245 yards. 
Washington had 22 touchdowns during his junior season. 


Commit Date: 4/18/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Cal, Georgia, LSU, Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, Tennessee, Vanderbilt 


Why Alabama: “Alabama isn't too far from home. They have a great 
coaching staff. They recruited me to play cornerback. Coach Saban has a 
great history of getting players to the league. Why wouldn't | want to play 
for him? The coaching staff made the biggest impact on my decision. | 
also like how everything is close together. You don't have to walk too far 
to go to study halls or classes.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| need to work on getting out of my break 
faster on routes and build more size and strength. | expect to continue to 
grow over the next three years.” 


Coach Quotes (Trinity Christian Academy Head Coach Mike Hodum): 
“This will be my 10th year having known Jabriel. He came to us in the 
3rd grade, and I’ve been around him since he was just a youngster. He 
comes from a great family. His mother is a track coach here at the school, 
and his father is the vice president at Regions Bank in town. Having a 
great family, | believe, helps make for a great football player. 

“Georgia Tech and Michigan are the only schools that recruited him 
as a quarterback because of the type of offense they run. Curt Cignetti, who 
recruited Jabriel to Alabama, wanted him to play wide receiver because he 
coaches the wide receivers. When Coach Saban saw him, he liked him as a 
cornerback, so Alabama then was recruiting as a cornerback. 

“But | always thought the team that won the National Championship 
Jabriel’s junior year would most likely get him. He's a winner. He doesn’t 
like to lose. | always say winning a national championship is the best 
recruiting tool there is, plus Nick Saban is about the best there is in the 
recruiting business. 

“Lateral movement, change of direction, acceleration, hip 
movement, getting out of a backpedal are all things coaches look for, and 
Jabriel has them all. He also has tremendous character. | believe that 
with the talent he has, plus his outstanding work ethic, will equal to a 
great college football player.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Washington is a versatile athlete who can play wide 
receiver, safety, or corner on the next level. He is long, has good feet, 
good hips, and he could become that bigger corner Saban really likes. He 
has hands of a receiver too, so that will become a bonus. Getting stronger 
and adding weight will come in time once he arrives on campus.” 
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Scout.com: Four-star 

Scout.com Rank: No. 3 Defensive 
Tackle, No. 5 Overall prospect 
School: Arizona Western 
Community College in Yuma; 


Originally from Brisbane, Australia 
Projected Position: Nose Tackle 


Stats: Played a limited amount of 
time this past year due to a knee 
injury. He recorded 46 tackles, 
three sacks and three forced 
fumbles as a freshman. 
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Commitment Date: 9/5/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Arkansas, LSU, Ole Miss, Oklahoma State, 
Oregon State, Southern Cal 


Why Alabama: “A great program and tradition, their recent success, and 
they have great coaches who have invested their time with me and my 
family in the process. 

“Coach Saban taking an active role in my recruitment also meant a lot. 
They have some great exposure and coaches to help progress to next level.” 


Strengths/Improvements: Williams bench presses 520 pounds and lists 
his speed in the low 5.0s. “My strength and my speed are my strong 
skills,” said Williams of his attributes. “But | know | need to get even 
stronger and faster than | am now. | only been seriously lifting since | was 
17, and | know | can get better at that. I’m also working very hard now on 
my technique and how I'm using my hands. 

“| punted and kicked for the teams | played for back home. For 
Australian players it comes very natural. | played some offensive tackle, 
tight end, and running back, but defensive tackle is the position | play the 
best. That's the position my coaches back home and at Arizona Western 
think | would have the most success in, and that appeals to me the most.” 


Coach Quotes (Arizona Western Head Coach Tom Minnick): “The first year 
he was here we wanted him to get used to American football and how 

to practice. Over there they only practice two days a week. Here it’s all 
the time. It was tiresome for him, and he seemed to wear down. He was 
outstanding in spring ball. We think he’s well-adjusted and is just going to 
keep getting better and better. 

“| thought Alabama did an awesome job of recruiting him. They were 
always on him since day one. When Coach Saban saw his film they could 
see the talent there. It’s where | thought he'd go for a long time, and he's 
very excited about the opportunity. 

“Jesse's very strong. He can bench over 500 pounds, but he can 
really run. He goes full-steam sideline-to-sideline chasing people down. 
He's always around the ball. It's rare to see someone at that size and 
strength with that kind of athleticism and ability to dominate. 

“We saw him at a camp and liked how big he was and how well he 
moved around. We decided to recruit him to play for us right there. 

“He gets down and dirty and just gets after it. We knew with better 
coaching and conditioning he’d keep getting better, and he hasn't 
disappointed us.” 


Andrew Bone says: “The Alabama coaching staff and fans are hoping 
Williams will make a similiar impact as former junior college transfer 
Terrence Cody. Expectations are high, but Williams certainly has the 
physical tools to become a great interior lineman for the Tide. He is a 
massive athlete who is strong, powerful and quick off the ball. He is in 
great shape for his size and still learning the game. He will have to build 
mental toughness to play in the SEC.” 
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Scout.com Rating: Four-star 
Scout.com Rank: No. 28 Wide 
Receiver 

Size: 6-foot-2, 195-pounds 
Hometown: LeFlore High School, 


Mobile, Ala. 
Projected Position: Wide Receiver 


Stats: Woodson had 57 catches for 
800 yards and 15 touchdowns during 
the 2010 season. He also returned 

a kickoff and a punt for touchdowns. 
Woodson had 57 receptions for 1,463 
yards and 25 touchdowns during his 
junior campaign. 


Commitment Date: 3/14/2010 
Recruiting Competition: Auburn, Ole Miss, Tennessee, Texas Tech 


Why Alabama: “! love Alabama. It's the family atmosphere. | feel like 
| can fit in there. | feel like a part of the family. That’s where | always 
wanted to go. My grandparents wanted me there.” 


Strengths/Improvements: “| like to go against man coverage. When the 
ball is up in the air | am going to come down with it. | like going across 
the middle as well. | would like to improve on my routes and speed.” 


Coach Quotes (Head Coach Christopher Raymond): “My first year Danny 
was a sophomore, and he was our second option at receiver. He made 40 
catches for close to 700 yards. Then last year as a junior we asked him to 
do everything. He was our primary receiver, and our best deep offensive 
threat. He made a lot of big plays for us. 

“We tried to get the ball in Danny’s hands as much as we could to 
take advantage of his big play ability. As a receiver he has such great ball 
awareness. 

“Being 6-3, 200, gives him excellent size to dominate undersized 
defensive backs. He plays extremely physical. His vertical leaping ability 
is exceptional. He goes up and gets it, making a tough catch look simple. 
He won't drop many balls either; very good hands. 

“Danny's quiet, humble, a real good kid. When he hits the football 
field he’s all business. I'd like to see him be more of a vocal leader. To 
this point he's led by example. But | think he’s got a big future with all 
the tools to make a big impact at the next level. 

“His Dad played there, but | think he wanted to stay close to home. 
He was raised by his grandparents, and they're getting up in age. He 
didn't want to be too far away. 

“He also has a younger brother who plays for us named DeAaron 
Frye. So | think it was family, and after Coach (James) Willis left, Jeremy 
Pruitt did a good job staying with him as his recruiter to Alabama. 

“He has friends on the team too, like Julio (Jones) and other players 
from the Mobile area. They told him it was a good place for him to be.” 


Andrew Bone says: “Woodson does a great job exploding off the ball. He 
runs great routes and very consistent catching the ball. He can become 
an elite receiver at the next level. Woodson is a competitor and plays with 
aggression.” 


Rebecca Johnston and Richard Stover contributed to the signee reports 
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THE BIG FISH 


Cyrus Kouandjio, Scout. 
com five-star offensive tackle 
and the nation’s number two 
overall prospect in the class of 
2011, sent shockwaves through 
the country when on Signing 
Day, February 2, he announced 
on ESPN of his decision to sign 
with Auburn. 

Kouandjio, from Dematha 
High School in Hyattsville, 
Maryland, was considered a 
lock to The University of Alabama after his brother, Arie, signed with 
the Crimson Tide in 2010. Kouandjio kept a low profile throughout 
his recruitment, but the schools constantly mentioned by the 
elite prospects included Alabama, lowa, Miami, New Mexico, and 
Southern Cal. 

Auburn was never mentioned among his favorites until a month 
before signing day. When Miami fired Coach Randy Shannon, 


Cyrus Kouandjio 
headlines Tide 


Kouandjio dropped the Hurricanes and added Auburn for his final visit. 


Kouandjio said he had doubts about his decision immediately 
following his announcement on signing day. He did not sign or FAX 
the letter of intent to Auburn. He spent a few days discussing the 
decision with his family and then signed and FAXed his letter of 
intent to Alabama on the Saturday following signing day. 

Kouandjio should challenge for immediate playing time at the 
left tackle position. 


THIRD TIME A CHARM 


Brent Calloway, linebacker/running back from Russellville, 
committed to Alabama during his sophomore year of high school. 
He remained solid until a late visit to Auburn. He announced at 
the U.S. Army game in San Antonio in January of switiching his 
commitment to Auburn. The surprise was also evident on the faces 

, of his family members. He returned home and made a final decision 

of switching back to Alabama on signing day. 

The issue seems to have been one of position. He is more highly 
ranked as a linebacker, although he was primarily a tailback as a 
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Notes from another interesting recruiting s 
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senior in high school. At the time of his switch to Auburn, he said 
the Tigers were going to give him a chance on offense. Alabama had 
recruited him as a linebacker. In Coach Nick Saban's wrap-up of 
recruiting, he said Bama would start Calloway out on offense. 


NEEDS MET 


Alabama's defensive line class immediately jumps out on paper. 
The Tide has six defensive line commitments including two monster 
junior college players in Jesse Williams (6-4, 330) and Quinton Dial 
(6-5, 310). Both enrolled in January, and both should see early 
playing time. 

The coaching staff missed out in 2010 with the number one 
safety in the country, Keenan Allen, who switched his commitment 
and signed with Cal. Mark Barron did consider early entry to the 
NFL draft, but remains in Tuscaloosa for his senior year. The safety 
position was a top priority in this class, and Alabama landed the best 
in the country in Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix, five-star from Dr. Phillips High 
School in Orlando, Florida. 

Alabama has a wide open slot at the left tackle position. Former 
Tennessee standout Aaron Douglas signed with the Tide and is 
enrolled at The Capstone. 

Who is the next Julio Jones? A couple of stars from Mobile 
hope to shine in the first year. Vigor's Marvin Shinn (6-4, 195), and 
LeFlore’s Danny Woodson, Jr. (6-2, 195) are two elite receivers who 
are physically capable of competing right away when they arrive in 
Tuscaloosa in the summer. Shinn's height, speed and footwork might 
see him in the rotation very early. 


ONE GONE, ONE ON HOLD 


Daryl Collins, wide receiver from Gadsden City High School, had 
been offered a grayshirt by the Tide coaching staff. He was set on 
accepting the grayshirt offer, but a final visit to Kentucky sent his 
signature to Lexington on signing day. 

Shannon Brown, linebacker from Cook High School in Adel, 
Georgia, was listed in some reports as an Alabama signee, but 
Brown did not ink on signing day. Brown had some work to do in the 
classroom, and made a good move by enrolling in a junior college 
in January. He will finish up high school classes and begin college 
courses in the same semester. Brown is expected to return to Alabama. 
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Shannon Brown will 
begin his college career 
in junior cllege 


IMMEDIATE SPEED 


Alabama may not put their 6-foot-4, 220-pound receivers (such 
as Julio Jones) or 5-foot-11, 225-pound running backs (such as Trent 
Richardson) as return men on the kickoff teams any longer. The Tide 
has some serious speed and quickness in this 2011 signing class. 
Bradley Sylve returned eight kicks for touchdowns during his senior 
season and also is considering running track at The Capstone. Dee 
Hart is quick and very dangerous in open space. He is a candidate 
for returning punts. Jabriel Washington and Chris Jones also are 
shifty and possess a lot of speed. They were offensive stars in high 
school who made a major impact with the ball in their hands. 


THE LOST SOULS 


No school recruiting top level players can expect to get them all. 
Alabama had some top prospects who considered the Crimson Tide, 
but went elsewhere. 

It was not a surprise that running back Isaiah Crowell of 
Columbus, Georgia, signed with the in-state Bulldogs. The same can 
possibly be said for the nation’s number one prospect, defensive 
end Jadeveon Clowney, though his choice of South Carolina was a 
tad surprising. For months, Malcolm Mitchell of Valdosta had been 
considered a likely Alabama addition, but he, too, stayed with in- 
state Georgia. In Mississippi, the Tide was in pursuit of wide receiver 
Nickolas Brassell, even after he committed to Mississippi State and 
up until the time he signed with Ole Miss. 


NO CHANGE 


LaMichael Fanning took a last second trip to Auburn. The result 
still had a FAXed letter of intent to Alabama on signing day. 
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FINAL SCOUT.COM RANKINGS 


Rank School Commits Conf. Points 

1 Florida State 28 ACC 4596 
2 Auburn pe “SEC 4484 
a Ohio State 24 BigTen 4403 
4 Texas 22, Big L2: 4355 
5 USC 30 Pac-12 4274 
6 Georgia 26° «SEG 4222 
z ALABAMA Dist Sapa A 4026 
8 Notre Dame 23 Indep 3906 
9 Oregon 24 -Pac-i2 -S7O1 
te, ikEsSU A RS el 3634 
1 South Carolina 32 SEC 3550 
12 Tennessee 27 SEC 3498 
17 ~~‘ Arkansas Sur “SEG 3069 
18 ‘Florida 1S “SEG 3051 
24 ~~ Ole Miss 27 *-SEG 2724 
a2 Kentucky 25 Seo 2268 
44 Mississippi State 22 SEC 1781 
48 Vanderbilt Zi, Soee 1661 


HOW SCOUT.COM MAKES RANKINGS 


Scout.com works from the grass roots and then reports up. We 
have a Team of Scouts around the country including local scouts that 
work smaller areas that submit their rankings to a regional manager. 
The regional manager will compile the rankings from the local scouts 
in his area then submit his compiled list to the National Editors. A 
final conference call between the regional managers and the national 
editors results in a compiled list of national rankings. 

Team Rankings 

Team Rankings are a math formula that based on a player’s rating 

and his rankings. 5-Star is a rating, No. 1 quarterback is his ranking. 


5 Star = 200 points 
4 Star = 120 points 
3 Star = 40 points 
2 Star = 20 points 


The No. 1 player at a position is worth 100 points, counting 
down to the last ranked player at his position to 0. 
For Example, assuming Scout ranks 100 quarterbacks. 


5-Star, No. 1 QB = 300 points 
4-Star, No. 10 QB = 210 points 
3-Star, No. 50 QB = 90 points 
2-Star, No. 75 QB = 45 points 


The Team Rankings are compiled of the Top 25 players per 
class. Some teams will over-sign, but only 25 count towards the Team 
Rankings. 
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2012 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 


2012 Alabama Football Prospects who have received offers from the Crimson Tide, as determined by Andrew Bone of ’BAMA Magazine and Scout.com 
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Kwon Alexander, 6-2, 210, 4.6, LB, Oxford 

Vadal Alexander, 6-5, 329, OT, Buford, Ga. 

*Dakota Ball, 6-2, 282, DT, Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

Zach Banner, 6-9, 295, OT, Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes) 

*Deion Belue, 6-0, 170, CB, Booneville, Miss. (Northeast Mississippi C.C.) 
Chris Black, 5-11, 160, WR, Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast) 

Travis Blanks, 6-1, 193, 4.5, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian) 
Paul Boyette, 6-4, 280, DT, Humble, Texas 

Beniquez Brown, 6-2, 205, LB, Florence, Ala. 

Deon Bush, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Miami, Fla. (Columbus) 

Nathan Cole, 6-2, 195, WR, Memphis, Tenn. (Mitchell) 

Derek David, 6-4, 228, MLB, Rockdale, Texas 

Matt Davis, 6-1, 198, QB, Houston, Texas (Klein Forest) 

Torshiro Davis, 6-3, 210, 4.6, DE, Baton Rouge, La. (Woodlawn) 
James Deloach, 6-2, 242, DE, Millen, Ga. Jenkins County) 

*Kenyan Drake, 6-0, 184, 4.40, RB, Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 
Mario Edwads, 6-4, 240, DE, Denton, Texas (Ryan) 

Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, CB, Oxford 

Quay Evans, 6-3, 300, DT, Morton, Miss. 

Leonard Floyd, 6-5, 217, DE, Eastman, Ga. (Dodge County) 

Brian Gala, 6-3, 260, 0G, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Eddie Goldman, 6-3, 290, 5.3, DT, Washington D.C. (Edison-Friendship) 
Brandon Greene, 6-5, 276, OT, Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-5, 210, WR, Springfield, Mo. (Hillcrest) 
Issac Gross, 6-2, 240, DT, Batesville, Miss. (South Panola) 

*Adam Griffith, 5-9, 165, K, Calhoun, Ga. 

*Caleb Gulledge, 6-4.5, 280, DE, Prattville 

Laith Harlow, 6-5, 240, TE, Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 

Joe Harris, 6-4,290, 5.0, 0G, Lithonia, Ga. 

*Tyler Hayes, 6-3, 215, 4.6, LB, Thomasville, Ala. 

Tracy Howard, 6-0, 165, CB, Miramar, Fla. 

Nick James, 6-5, 340, DT, Long Beach, Miss. 

Jordan Jenkins, 6-2.5, 225, 4.69, DE, Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County) 


Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.47, RB, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Matt Jones, 6-3, 210, RB, Seffner, Fla. (Armwood) 

Greyson Lambert, 6-5, 185, QB, Jesup, Ga. (Wayne County) 

Dillon Lee, 6-3.5, 220, LB, Buford, Ga. 

Gunner Kiel, 6-4, 200, QB, Columbus, Ind. (East) 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 180, 4.32, RB, Raleigh, N.C. (Millbrook) 
Cassanova McKinzy, 6-3, 233, 4.6, LB, Birmingham, Ala. (Woodlawn) 
Deontay McManus, 6-0, 209, WR, Baltimore, Md. (Paul Lawrence Dunbar) 
Andrus Peat, 6-7, 280. OT, Tempe, Ariz (Corona Del Sol) 

Caleb Peterson, 6-4, 292, O06, Auburn 

Zeke Pike, 6-5, 225, QB, Ft. Mitchell, Ky. (Dixie Heights) 

Sean Price, 6-4, 210, 4.75, TE, Citra, Fla. (North Marion) 

*Reggie Ragland, 6-4, 245, MLB, Madison (Bob Jones) 

Kelvin Rainey, 6-3, 210, TE, Yulee, Fla. 

Terry Richardson, 5-9, 155, 4.5, CB, Detroit, Mich. (Cass Tech) 
Jovon Robinson, 6-0, 215, RB, Memphis, Tenn. (Wooddale) 

Shaq Roland, 6-1, 180, S, Lexington, S.C. 

Barry Sanders, Jr., 5-9, 180, RB, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Heritage Hall) 
Justin Shanks, 6-4, 294, DT, Prattville 

Geno Smith, 5-11, 160, 4.47, CB, Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 

Dwayne Stanford, 6-4, 200, WR, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

Johnathan Taylor, 6-3.5, 307, DT, Millen, Ga. (lenkins County) 

John Theus, 6-6, 292, 5.12, OT, Jacksonville, Fla. (The Bolles School) 
*Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.34, QB, Prattville 

Channing Ward, 6-4, 220, 4.5, DE, Aberdeen, Miss. 

*Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, $, Panama City Beach, Fla. (Arnold) 
Leonard Williams, 6-5, 250, DE, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Trey Williams, 5-8, 175, RB, Houston, Texas (Andy Dekaney) 

Jameis Winston, 6-4, 190, QB, Hueytown 

Yuri Wright, 6-2,180, 4.45, CB, Ramsey, N.J. (Don Bosco Prep) 


*Committed to Alabama 


Hoover to the Alabama 6A championship, 

completing 67 per cent of his passes. In 
February of 2004 he signed with Crimson Tide 
Coach Mike Shula’s Crimson Tide. But when 
Alabama opened fall practice, Wilson was no 
where to be seen. 

He had been grayshirted. So had Drew Davis, 
an offensive lineman from Sparta Academy in 
Greenville who also signed in February, 2004. 
Later, Wilson would joke that the 6-7, 280-pound 
Davis had been his number one pass receiver in / 

if 


\ n 2003, John Parker Wilson quarterbacked 


the fall of 2004 as Wilson and Davis were part 
time students at Alabama. They were able to work 
out, but not with Alabama’s football team. Wilson 
had been the Alabama Sports Writers Association 
6A Back of the Year, Davis the independent 
schools lineman of the year. 

They joined the team full time in January, 
2005, a year after the other members of the 
2004 signing class. That signing class had been 
27, two over the NCAA limit of 25. 

There was no hue and cry about Alabama 
over-signing, no concern that Wilson and Davis 
had been given so-called grayshirts. They were 
parttime students at Alabama in the fall of 2004, 
fulltime in the spring of 2005. By the time 
they started their freshman fal! football seasons 
insofar as eligibility was concerned, they were thoroughly acclimated 
to the campus, had taken part in practice for the bowl game at the 
end of the 2004 season and 2005 spring practice, and were far 
ahead academically. 

And it didn’t seem to hurt them. When Wilson finished his 
career following the 2008 season, he had Alabama passing records 
for attempts in a season and career; completions in a game, season, 
and career; consecutive completions; passing yards in a season and 
career; and touchdown passes in a season and career. 

Wilson now plays professionally for the Atlanta Falcons. 

His grayshirt year didn’t seem to hurt him. 

Davis followed his grayshirt in 2004 with a redshirt in 2005 and 
saw little action in 2006 and 2007. But by 2008 he was a starter, 
and in 2009 he was starter on an undefeated national championship 
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SABAN DEFENDS OVER-SIGNING AND GRAYSHIRTING 


team. Without a grayshirt, he would not have been 
part of that team. 

Now there is all sorts of consternation about 
over-signing, with particular emphasis on the 
practice by Alabama and Coach Nick Saban. Even 
the Birmingham News attacked the practice by 
Saban of signing more than 25 players in a year. 
Oddly, the newspaper missed the fact that two other 
schools in the state —- Troy and Auburn — have been 
more aggressive than Bama in over-signing. 

The Southeastern Conference put in a rule that 
limits a team to signing no more than 28 in a year 
(three over the NCAA limit), but there are exceptions. 
That rule was initially dubbed the Houston Nutt 
rule, for the Ole Miss (formerly Arkansas) coach who 
routinely signed well over 25. So how did Saban get 
saddled with the over-signing reputation? He won. 

This year Alabama signed 24. South Carolina 
signed 32. Does anyone suspect the largest 
newspaper in South Carolina is questioning the 
integrity of Steve Spurrier, particularly since number 
32 was the nation's top prospect, defensive end 
Jadeveon Clowney. Arkansas signed 30. 

Andy Staples, a writer for SI.com, researched 
the issue of over-signing over the previous five 
years. Troy was number one with an average of 32.8 
signees per year. Ole Miss was second, Auburn 
(28.8) third, and Mississippi State fourth. Arkansas 
and Kentucky tied for eighth. Alabama (26.6) was in a tie for 10". 
That put Alabama sixth in the SEC. 

Alabama’s 24 signees include two grayshirts. Last year wide 
receiver Ronald Carswell of Macon, Georgia, and defensive lineman 
Wilson Love of Mountain Brook were signed, but they entered The 
University in January this year as fulltime students. They will be true 
freshmen in the fall. Harrison Jones, a tight end, had been ticketed 
for a grayshirt season last year, but when a spot opened up during fall e 
camp, Jones was brought in. He was redshirted last fall. 

On signing day, when Saban met the media, the Tide coach was 
asked about over-signing. After all, Alabama had only eight seniors 
listed on the 2010 roster. Additionally, three juniors — Mark Ingram, 
Julio Jones, and Marcell Dareus — elected to leave the team for the 
opportunity to play in the NFL. That’s 11 lost, 22 coming in (at the 
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John Parker Wilson was 
grayshirt who became star 


time of the question the number was 21 as Cyrus 
Kouandjio was added a few days later). 

Saban was ready for the question. He said, “I 
think that there has been quite a bit written about 
over-signing so to speak, but we have never gotten 
rid of a player because of his physical ability. 

Any player that has left this program prematurely 
has created his own exit route. He’s created his 
own conditions for leaving, if that makes sense. 
Whether they are academic in terms of not doing 
what he needed to do academically; whether it is 
some violation of team or school policy. Some of 
those things we are not allowed to talk about. 

“We have so many seniors; we have some 
guys going out for the draft. Nobody really knows 
how many guys we had on scholarship last year, 
but it wasn’t 85. | can tell you that. We have some 
people that could not finish the season that will 
probably not be able to continue to play, that will 
be replaced, and we have several players that can 
graduate and may not come back for their fifth 
year, men who have (previously) been redshirted. 

“When you add all those things up, plus 
guys we have that may not qualify, it is not 
fair to criticize the numbers. When you look 
at the numbers without knowing all the facts 
and internal information, | think that is a little 
premature and unfair. 

“Then for people to go out and use that 
against you in recruiting is even more unfair. This 
is the number of players that we could take and 
we could add one or so to that if the opportunity 
presents itself in the future and we do have some 
guys that may grayshirt.” 

His comment sent him to the next subject 
without a question. 

Saban said, “Let me address that too, 
because | think there is a lot of criticism in 
grayshirting that is unfair. 

“First of all, we have never grayshirted a guy 
here who when he decided to come here didn’t know 
the circumstances that we were going to take him at 
The University of Alabama. The reason is sometimes 
academic, the reason is sometimes physical 
development and maturity, but never has a player 
not known (he might be grayshirted.) We have never 
not done it upfront, so the player comes here with 
the idea that ‘I’m going to start school in January.’ 

“Now | don’t think that is a bad thing. If we 
were not able to do that, those players would never 
have the opportunity to come here. So we are 
actually creating an opportunity for a guy to come 
here, not taking one away. That is why | think there 
is some disconnect out there and understanding 
about what greyshirting is all about.” 

This recruiting year, Alabama had offered 
a grayshirt opportunity to Daryl Collins, a wide 
receiver from Gadsden City. Collins seemed 
inclined to accept the Bama offer for a scholarship 
beginning in 2012, but at the last moment 
accepted a scholarship from Kentucky. @ 
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pring football practice isn’t what it used 


THERE WILL BE S 


S football practice was considered a matter 


of survival for college players. Two things changed 
that. One, NCAA rules have whittled away at the 
number of days of practice (now down to 15); set 
limits on the amount of time that can be spent 

in a day or a week; and even decreased full gear 
workouts and scrimmage situations. Good grief! 
That was what made men out of them! 

The other thing that has made spring 
practice seem more like a spring fling is 
something tougher than football -- Alabama 
Coach Nick Saban's Fourth Quarter Program. 

By the time spring football practice starts, the 
manhood issue has been determined. Saban 

is a firm believer in players being stronger and 

in better shape than any other teams, and the 
Fourth Quarter program of strength and conditioning propels Crimson 
Tide players to be their best physically and mentally. Most Bama 
players have been through the program in the past, but for late-comers 
—the 2010 signees who entered The University last August and the 
2011 signees who came aboard this January — it’s a new experience. 

That doesn't mean everything has changed. Spring is still a time 
for players to learn and to impress coaches. It’s a chance for players 
to establish themselves on the personnel grouping for organizational 
purposes only chart (known to laymen as a depth chart). It’s a time 
for experimentation---some players in different positions or new 
schemes. It’s part of the process. 

It’s even a time for 90-100,000 Crimson Tide fans to see the 
boys of fall in a spring scrimmage, the annual A-Day Game, which 
this year will be April 16 at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

One thing that has changed is the number of new players 
participating in spring football practice. That includes some walk-ons 
who have joined the team after successfully completing the Fourth 
Quarter program. It also includes a surprisingly large number of 
recent signees. 

Saban discussed early enrollment as part of his signing day 
media briefing. He said, “I think there are a couple of advantages 
even though | think there are probably some disadvantages too for 
them personally. There are no disadvantages for us as a team, but 
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out of compassion for the player we never really 
encourage guys to come in mid-semester unless 
that’s what they choose to do. | think they have 
to be committed to that to make it work. 

“They miss their senior year. If they 
play another sport they don’t get to play that. 
They don’t get to go the senior prom. There 
are a lot of things you never get to go back and 
do. We believe everybody should enjoy what's 
happening now in his life, and they'll have 
all these stations of life that they’l] have the 
opportunity to enjoy when the time comes. 

“Saying all that, there are some 
advantages in terms of their academic and 
athletic career here at Alabama. First of all, 
it’s an easier transition for a guy to start in 
the winter and winter semester. You don’t 
have football season coming up for a long 
time, not until August. They can make a better social and academic 
adjustment because there is less happening right now for them. 
| think the idea they can learn systematically, in football, what’s 
expected of them through the off-season program as well as spring 
practice, puts them a half of a season ahead of the guys that come in 
the fall in terms of maybe having an opportunity to play.” 

Saban even went a bit further, though not specifically to spring 
practice. 

He said, “One of the things that mislead and misguide players 
more than anything else is coaches try to get a guy to come because 
we tell him he can start next year. | hear that a lot in recruiting. 

“Statistically, there are very few freshmen who start anywhere. 
Some play and we've had a few start here and we’ve had a few 
more play. That is a very short-term and short-sighted decision for 
a guy making a decision about where he wants to develop a career 
academically and athletically with all the other factors that go into 
him developing as a person, student and a player. 

“It’s more realistic to say, ‘Where am | going to be the best in 
three years -- opportunity to get the best education, the opportunity 
to develop as a person, opportunity to be the best football player?’. 
That's how we approach it. Does that hurt us on some guys? | think 
maybe some guys who are a bit immature, a bit entitled and maybe 
have been told a lot by a lot of people around them that they should 


Phillip Ely i$ incoming 
freshman quarterback 


go start wherever they go. But | always feel like I'm being a little 
bit disloyal to the players we have here if | sell some guy in high 
school he can come start at tailback next year. | think that Trent 
Richardson deserves a little more respect than that based on the 
football he’s played here and what he’s done to be successful and 
so have our other players. 

“Now will he be given every opportunity to play? Absolutely. 
We usually pick our squad as to how we're going to coach our 
players a little more like a pro team. Because a pro team you have 
to cut down to 47 guys or 53 guys or whatever it is, then you can 
put eight more guys on the practice squad, but you can't always 
keep the guys that are the absolute best players when you have to 
cut the team. If that were the case then you would almost get rid of 
all the rookies. We try to decide these are the guys we're going to 
coach, these are the guys we’re going to develop, and these are the 
guys we're going to play based on what they do in camp. And that's 
why we play a few more freshman than most people even though 
that’s not what we try to sell in recruiting. But does it hurt you 
sometimes? Only on the guy who is too immature to understand. 
But what about the issue where you tell a guy he is going to start 
or he’s going to play when he's a freshman and then he doesn't, 
that creates a tremendous issue. That guy is very frustrated, feels 
betrayed, and probably is not going to develop like he should 
because his attitude is not going to be what it needs to be.” 

There are nine men who have recently become a part of 
Alabama football preparing for spring practice. Where will these 
recent signees fit in? 

The newcomers include two who signed in 2010, then delayed 
entry as fulltime Bama students until January, so-called grayshirts. They 
are wide receiver Ronald Carswell and defensive end Wilson Love. 

There are three junior college transfers. Aaron Douglas is 
an offensive tackle, while Jesse Williams and Quinton Dial are 
defensive linemen. 

Mid-term high school graduates who have entered The 
University are running back Dee Hart, quarterback Phillip Ely, 
linebacker Trey DePriest, and linebacker/safety Vinnie Sunseri. 

Traditionally, some positions are easier for newcomers to 
get playing time than others. Wide receivers and defensive backs 
are among those who sometimes have the easiest transitions. 
Quarterbacks and offensive linemen usually have a more difficult 
time getting onto the field. But there are exceptions. 

Saban will not have a depth chart. If he did, most of these 
newcomers would be pretty far down the list. For instance, Ely has 
both soph A.J. McCarron and redshirt freshman Phillip Sims (who 
entered Alabama in January last year) ahead of him at quarterback. 

Hart was a record-setter in being named outstanding player in 
the U.S. Army All-American game, but tailback is a tough position. 
Hart will be behind the likes of Trent Richardson, Eddie Lacy, 
Demetrius Goode, Jalston Fowler and Corey Grant at running back. 

Alabama ordinarily uses three wide receivers, which 
opens things up a bit for Carswell, but in addition to first team 
stars Marquis Maze and Darius Hanks returning, the Tide has 
experienced hands in Kevin Norwood, Michael Bowman, Brandon 
Gibson, and Kenny Bell, and highly regarded redshirts Keiwon 
Malone, DeAndrew White, and Blake Sims. 

One newcomer on offense is considered to be immediately in 
the mix as a first team player. Douglas was a starter at Tennessee 
as a right tackle in 2009, then transferred to Arizona Western 
Junior College. He is expected to compete for the starting job at 
left tackle, which was vacated by the graduation of another former 
junior college transfer, James Carpenter. Many expect recently 


A GUESS AT 2011 ALABAMA 
SPRING FOOTBALL DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


SPLIT END 

15 Darius Hanks (6-0, 184, Sr) 

88 Michael Bowman (6-4, 225, So) 
Ronald Carswell (6-0, 171, Fr) 
LEFT TACKLE 

Aaron Douglas (6-6, 290, Jr) 

52 Alfred McCullough (6-2, 309, Sr) 
72 Tyler Love (6-6, 304, Jr) 

LEFT GUARD 

65 Chance Warmack (6-3, 310, Jr) 
67 John Michael Boswell (6-5, 291, Sr) 
63 Kellen Williams (6-3, 307, So) 
CENTER 

71 William Viachos (6-1, 289, Sr) 
78 Chad Lindsay (6-2, 277, Fr) 
RIGHT GUARD 

75 Barrett Jones (6-5, 301, Jr) 

61 Anthony Steen (6-3, 292, So) 
RIGHT TACKLE 

76 DJ. Fluker (6-6, 330, So) 

59 Arie Kouandjio (6-5, 335, Fr) 
79 Austin Shepherd (6-5, 307, Fr) 
TIGHT END - 

89 Michael Williams (6-6, 270, Jr) 
84 Brian Vogler (6-7, 242, Fr) 
QUARTERBACK 

10 AJ. McCarron (6-4, 204, So) 
14 Phillip Sims (6-2, 214, Fr) 
Phillip Ely (6-1, 186, Fr) 
FLANKER 

4 Marquis Maze (5-10, 182, Sr) 

11 Brandon Gibson (6-2, 196, Sr) 
7 Keiwone Malone (5-11, 165, Fr) 
TAILBACK 

3 Trent Richardson (5-11, 224, Jr) 
42 Eddie Lacy (6-0, 212, So) 

6 Demetrius Goode (5-9, 191, Sr) 
45 Jalston Fowler (6-1, 236, So) 
25 Corey Grant (5-9, 186, Fr) 

Dee Hart (5-9, 189, Fr) 

SLOT 

83 Kevin Norwood (6-2, 187, So) 
2 DeAndrew White (6-0, 180, Fr) 
18 Blake Sims (6-0, 195, Fr) 

7 Kenny Bell (6-1, 172, So) 
H-BACK/FULLBACK 

17 Brad Smelley (6-3, 227, Sr) 

87 Chris Underwood (6-4, 238, Sr) 
40 Harrison Jones (6-4, 240, Fr) 


DEFENSE 


LEFT END 

Quinton Dial (6-5, 310, Jr) 

64 Kerry Murphy (6-4, 319, Jr) 

54 Glenn Harbin (6-5, 260, Jr) 

93 Chris Bonds (6-4, 263, So) 

95 Brandon Lewis (6-3, 274, Jr) 
Wilson Love (6-4, 290, Fr) 

NOSE TACKLE 

99 Josh Chapman (6-1, 310, Sr) 
Jesse Williams (6-4, 340, Jr) 

58 Nick Gentry (6-1, 282, Sr) 

97 Brandon Moore (6-5, 305, So) 
62 Brandon Ivory (6-4, 335, Fr) 
RIGHT END 

92 Damion Square (6-3, 284, Jr) 
94 Darrington Sentimore (6-3, 261, So) 
86 Undra Billingsley (6-2, 269, Jr) 
53 Anthony Orr (6-4, 268, So) 

56 William Ming (6-3, 263, So) 
JACK LINEBACKER 

4) Courtney Upshaw (6-2, 263, Sr) 
42 Adrian Hubbard (6-6, 232, Fr) 
19 Jonathan Atchison (6-3, 240, So) 
MIDDLE LINEBACKER 

30 Dont’a Hightower (6-4, 258, Jr) 
36 Chris Jordan (6-3, 232, Sr) 

2 Tana Patrick (6-3, 231, So) 
WEAKSIDE LINEBACKER 

32 C.J. Mosley (6-2, 225, So) 

35 Nico Johnson (6-3, 238, Jr) 

38 Petey Smith (6-1, 250, Fr) 
STRONGSIDE LINEBACKER 

5 Jarrell Harris (6-3, 231, Sr) 

91 Alex Watkins (6-3, 232, Sr) 

47 Ed Stinson (6-4, 252, So) 

Trey DePriest (6-2, 230, Fr) 

LEFT CORNERBACK 

21 Dre Kirkpatrick (6-3, 190, Jr) 

9 Phelon Jones (5-11, 199, Sr) 

10 John Fulton (6-0, 179, So) 
RIGHT CORNERBACK 

28 Dee Milliner (6-1, 182, So) 

24 DeQuan Menzie (6-0, 195, Sr) 
STRONG SAFETY 

4 Mark Barron (6-2, 210, Sr) 

29 Will Lowery (5-10, 188, Jr) 

27 Nick Perry (6-1, 193, So) 

46 Wesley Neighbors (6-1, 205, Jr) 
Vinnie Sunseri (6-0, 205, Fr) 
SAFETY 

37 Robert Lester (6-2, 206, Jr) 

23 Robby Green (6-0, 181, Sr) 

29 Jarrick Williams (6-1, 203, So) 
26 Kendall Kelly (6-3, 214, So) 


signed freshman Cyrus 
Kouandjio to compete at 
this spot in August, but for 
now Douglas can expect 
competition from senior 
Alfred McCullough and 
junior Tyler Love. 

Love's brother, Wilson, 
a grayshirt last year, has 
gained weight during 
his semester away from 
football, but will be in a 
very, very large group of 
defensive ends. Bama lost 
both of the listed 2010 
starters at end, Luther 
Davis and Marcell Dareus, 
but in truth Davis did not 
start many games. Returning players Damion Square and Kerry 
Murphy have the most starts at end, Square six and Murphy five. 
Darrington Sentimore is considered a possible starter. 

One of the junior college transfers, Dial, is also expected to 
begin spring practice as an end. 

The Tide returns its top two men at nose tackle in Josh 
Chapman and Nick Gentry, but junior college transfer Williams (6-4, 
340), a native of Australia who reminds many of former Tide star 
Terrence Cody, could be in the mix. 

DePriest was ranked as the nation’s top ranked outside 
linebacker prospect. In Alabama's 3-4 defense, the jack and 
strongside linebackers are the outside men. More often than not, 
Bama’s 3-4 turns into a 3-3 with an extra defensive back, but a 
strongside linebacker who can cover a receiver makes him more 
likely to be on the field. Courtney Upshaw leads the candidates 
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Dee Hart 
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at jack linebacker (more 
of a pass rush position). 
DePriest may be competing 
with Jarrell Harris, Alex 
Watkins, and Ed Stinson at 
strongside. 

For now, Sunseri 
is listed as an inside 
linebacker, but he has 
made it clear he is not 
averse to changing 
positions. Many believe 
his future is at safety. 
Bama makes good use of 
the safeties in its defense, 
and with nickel and dime 
situations. Mark Barron, 
the Tide’s returning All- 


America strong safety, is expected to be limited in spring practice, so 
Sunseri could end up there competing with Will Lowery, Nick Perry, 
and Wesley Neighbors. 


A GUESS AT 2011 ALABAMA SPRING FOOTBALL DEPTH CHART 


SPECIALISTS 


PLACEKICKER 

43 Cade Foster (6-1, 221, So) 
90 Jeremy Shelley (5-10, 165, Jr) 
PUNTER 

29 Cody Mandell (6-4, 201, So) 
44 Jay Williams (6-3, 208, Fr) 


2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT SITE SERIES RECORD* 
September 3 Kent State Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
September 10 Penn State University Park, Penn. 9-5-0 
September 17 North Texas Tuscaloosa 3-0-0 
September 24 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 14-7-0 
October 1 Florida Gainesville 23-14-0 
October 8 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa 58-19-4 
October 15 Ole Miss Oxford 47-9-2 
October 22 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 48-38-7 
October 29 Open 

November 5 LSU Tuscaloosa 45-24-5 
November 12 Mississippi State Starkville 75-17-3 
November 19 Georgia Southern Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
November 26 Auburn Auburn 40-34-1 
December 3 SEC Championship Game Atlanta 3 wins, 4 losses 
January 9, 2012 BCS Championship New Orleans 1 win, 0 loss 


SNAPPER 

51 Carson Tinker (6-1, 220, Jr) 
RETURNS 

4 Marquis Maze (5-10, 182, Sr) 

3 Trent Richardson (5-11, 224, Jr) 
15 Darius Hanks (6-0, 184, Sr) 

7 Keiwone Malone (5-11, 165, Fr) 
2 DeAndrew White (6-0, 180, Fr) 


LAST GAME* 

N/A 

2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
2009 UA 53, NT 7 
2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
2010 UA 31, UF 6 
2007 UA 24, VU 10 
2010 UA 23, UM 10 
2010 UA 41, UT 10 


2010 LSU 24, UA 21 
2010 UA 30, MSU 10 
N/A 

2010 AU 28, UA 27 
2009 UA 32, Florida 13 
2009 UA 37, Texas 21 


2011 ALABAMA SPRING FOOTBALL ROSTER 


No. 


19 
31 


86 
69 
93 
67 
88 
81 
87 
34 
20 


33 
99 


Name, Pos. 

Jonathan Atchison, LB 
John Baites, TE 

Mark Barron, S 

Kenny Bell, WR 

Undra Billingsley, DL 
David Blalock, OL 
Chris Bonds, DL 


John Michael Boswell, OL 


Michael Bowman, WR 
Hardie Buck, WR 
Drew Bullard, LB 
Hunter Bush, DB 
Nate Carlson, RB 
*Ronald Carswell, WR 
Caleb Castille, DB 
Josh Chapman, DL 
*Trey DePriest, LB 
*Quinton Dial, DL 
*Aaron Douglas, OL 
DeMarcus DuBose, LB 
*Phillip Ely, QB 

D.J. Fluker, OT 

Cade Foster, PK 
John Fulton, CB 
Jalston Fowler, RB 
Nick Gentry, DL 
Brandon Gibson, WR 
Demetrius Goode, RB 
Corey Grant, RB 
Robby Green, S 
Darius Hanks, WR 
Glenn Harbin, DL/LB 
Rowdy Harrell, LB 
Jerrell Harris, LB 
*Dee Hart, TB 

Dont’a Hightower, LB 
Ben Howell, RB 
Adrian Hubbard, LB 
Brandon Ivory, NT 
Nico Johnson, LB 
Aaron Joiner, OL 
Barrett Jones, RG 
Harrison Jones, TE 
Phelon Jones, DB 
Chris Jordan, LB 
Kendall Kelly, S 

Sam Kearns, DB 

Dre Kirkpatrick, CB 
Arie Kouandjio, OT 
Eddie Lacy, RB 
Robert Lester, S 
Brandon Lewis, DL 
Chad Lindsay, OL 
Tyler Love, OL 


cl 
So 
Sr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
Sr 
So 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
Sr 
Jr 
Sr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
Jr 
Sr 
Fr 
So 
So 
So 
So 
Sr 


Ht 

6-3 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 


Wt 

240 
235 
210 
172 
269 
245 
263 
291 
225 
184 
232 
181 
230 
171 
163 
310 
230 
310 
290 
240 
186 
330 
221 
179 
236 
282 
196 
191 
186 
181 
184 
260 
213 
231 
189 
258 
193 
232 
335 
238 
258 
301 
240 
199 
232 
214 
155 
190 
335 
212 
206 
274 
277 
304 


Exp 


IL 
Sq 
3L 
ys 
1L 
Sq 
Sq 
3L 
2L 
1L 
Sq 
Sq 
Sq 


IL 


RS 


Hometown 
Atlanta 
Hendersonville, Tenn 
Mobile 

Rayville, La. 
Birmingham 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Columbia, S.C. 
Northport 
Roswell, Ga. 
Birmingham 
Florence 
Wetumpka 
Birmingham 
Macon, Ga. 
Birmingham 
Hoover 
Springfield, Ohio 
Birmingham 
Maryville, Tenn. 
Montgomery 
Tampa 

Foley 

Southlake, Texas 
Manning, S.C. 
Prichard 
Prattville 

Mobile 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Opelika 

New Orleans 
Norcross, Ga. 
Mobile 
Moundville 
Gadsden 
Orlando 
Lewisburg, Tenn. 
Gordo 
Lawrenceville, Ga. 
Memphis 
Andalusia 
Florence 
Memphis 
Memphis 

Mobile 
Brentwood, Tenn. 
Gadsden 

Mobile 

Gadsden 
Beltsville, Md. 
Geismar, La. 
Foley 

Pleasant Grove 
The Woodlands, Tex 
Mountain Brook 


No. 


* Entered The University full time for Spring, 2011, semester 


Name, Pos. 

*Wilson Love, DL 

Will Lowery, DB 
Keiwone Malone, WR 
Cody Mandell, P 
Marquis Maze, WR 
Nathan McAlister, WR 
A.J.McCarron, QB 
Alfred McCullough, OL 
DeQuan Menzie, CB 
DeMarcus Milliner, CB 
William Ming, DL 
Brandon Moore, DL 
C.J.Mosley, LB 

Kerry Murphy, DL 
Wesley Neighbors, S 
Kevin Norwood, WR 
Morgan Ogilvie, QB 
Anthony Orr, OL 

Tana Patrick, LB 

Kyle Pennington, DB 
Nick Perry, S 

Russell Raines, OL 
Trent Richardson, RB 


Darrington Sentimore, DL 


Jeremy Shelley, PK 
Austin Shepherd, OL 
Blake Sims, RB 
Phillip Sims, QB 
Allen Skelton, OL 
Brad Smelley, TE 
Petey Smith, LB 
Damion Square,DL 
Anthony Steen, OG 
Ed Stinson, LB/DE 
William Strickland, WR 
*Vinnie Sunseri, LB/S 
Carson Tinker, SN 
Nick Tinker, RB 
Chris Underwood, TE 
Courtney Upshaw, LB 
William Vlachos, C 
Brian Vogler, TE 
Chance Warmack, OL 
Alex Watkins, LB 
Ranzell Watkins, DB 
DeAndrew White, WR 
Jarrick Williams, DB 
Jay Williams, P 
*Jesse Williams, DL 
Kellen Williams, OL 
Michael Williams, TE 
Nick Williams, WR 


cl 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
So 
Sr 
So 
So 
Sr 
Sr 
So 
So 
So 
So 
Jr 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
So 
So 
Sr 
So 
So 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Jr 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
So 
So 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
So 
Sr 
Sr 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
Sr 
So 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
So 


Ht 
6-4 
5-10 
5-11 
6-4 
5-10 
5-11 
6-4 
6-2 
6-0 
6-1 
6-3 
6-5 
6-2 
6-4 
6-1 
6-2 
6-0 
6-4 
6-3 
5-11 
6-1 
6-2 
5-11 
6-3 
5-10 
6-5 
6-0 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 
6-1 
6-3 
6-3 
6-4 
6-0 
6-0 
6-1 
5-10 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 
6-7 
6-3 
6-3 
5-9 
6-0 
6-1 
6-3 
6-4 
6-3 
6-6 
5-10 


wt 
290 
188 
165 
201 
182 
165 
204 
309 
195 
182 
263 
305 
225 
319 
205 
187 
198 
268 
231 
188 
193 
265 
224 
261 
165 
307 
195 
214 
261 
227 
250 
284 
292 
252 
188 
205 
220 
215 
238 
263 
289 
242 
310 
232 
168 
180 
203 
208 
340 
307 
270 
179 


Exp 
HS 
1L 
RS 
1L 
3L 
Sq 
1L 
2L 
1L 
1L 
Sq 
1L 
1L 
2L 
1L 
1L 
Sq 
Sq 
iL 
Sq 
1L 
Sq 
2b 
1L 
1L 
RS 
RS 
RS 
Sq 
3L 
RS 
aL 
1L 
1L 
Sq 
HS 
1L 
Sq 
3L 
3L 
3L 
RS 
2b 
1L 
Sq 
RS 
1L 
RS 
Jc 
Sq 
2L 
Sq 


Hometown 
Mountain Brook 
Hoover 
Memphis 
Lafayette, La. 
Birmingham 
Russellville 
Mobile 

Athens 
Columbus,Ga. 
Millbrook 
Athens 
Montgomery 
Theodore 
Hoover 
Huntsville 
D'Iberville, La. 
Mountain Brook 
Madison 
Bridgeport 
Chatom 
Prattville 
Sats,uma 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Norco, La. 
Raleigh, N.C. 
Buford, Ga. 
Gainesville, Ga. 
Chesapeake, Va. 
Coker 
Tuscaloosa 
Tampa, Fla. 
Houston 
Lambert, Miss. 
Homestead, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Ralph 

Vestavia Hills 
Eufaula 
Birmingham 
Columbus, Ga. 
Atlanta 
Brownsville, Tenn, 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Houston 

Mobile 
Thomasville 
Brisbane, Australia 
Lawrenceville, Ga. 
Reform 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
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FOOTBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


STAFF A 


Coach, administrator st by Saban 


rom the outside looking in, being an ’ 

F assistant coach under Nick Saban doesn’t mineiecon 
appear to be a dream job. Alabama’s 

coaching staff works long hours almost every 

day, just like the boss. Sure, it pays well to be a 

Crimson Tide assistant football coach. And it helps 

the resume to have a stint under Saban, regarded 

as tops among college football coaches. 

There is a perception that Saban works them 
so hard they can’t wait to be gone. Reality is that 
many of them work under him for many years, and 
some return to work for him more than once. 

There has been turnover this year. Bo Davis, 
who had worked under Saban at various places, , 
left Bama for a similar position at Texas, the | \ 
dreaded “lateral move.” He was replaced by Chris \ 
Rumpf from Clemson. Joe Pendry, the veteran 
offensive line coach, retired. His place was taken by Jeff Stoutland 
from Miami. 

The latest to leave was Curt Cignetti, who had been Bama’s 
receivers coach and recruiting coordinator. He resigned from Bama 


in order to become head coach at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 


where his father had been a legendary head coach. 

There are those who become concerned when an assistant 
coach departs. It is actually a small problem for Saban, who knows 
hundreds of coaches and who can have his pick of top assistants. 

To replace Cignetti as coach of wide receivers and recruiting 
coordinator, Saban went after a familiar face. Mike Groh, a longtime 
successful college coach, spent a year as an offensive graduate 
assistant at Alabama in the 2009 national championship season. 

Groh, a former quarterback at the University of Virginia, joined 
Alabama's coaching staff after serving as the quarterbacks coach at 
Louisville last season. Groh spent eight years at Virginia (2001-08) 
and spent three of those seasons coaching the wide receivers. 

“We are excited to have Mike join our staff,” said Saban. “He 
did an outstanding job here a year ago, and when he left, he was 
one that | hoped we could bring back to Alabama at some point. 
He knows the game and what we want to do in terms of philosophy 
and terminology from an offensive standpoint. He relates well to 
the players and is also a very good recruiter. We are pleased to 
have Mike and (wife) Elena back with our football program at The 
University of Alabama.” 


Last year as the quarterbacks coach at Louisville, 
Groh was instrumental in the development of 
seniors Adam Froman and Justin Burke. Due to 
injuries, both players shared the starting role and 
showed great improvement from the previous 
season. After throwing just nine touchdown passes 
in 2009, the quarterbacks combined to throw 22 
in 2010 with just eight interceptions. 

“Having been at The University of Alabama for 
the 2009 national championship season, | have 
a great appreciation for the Alabama football 
tradition and the first-class manner in which 
Coach Saban runs his program,” said Groh. “The 
opportunity join Coach Saban's staff at Alabama is 
special and I’m excited to be back. | had a terrific 
experience last season coaching for Charlie Strong 
at Louisville and learned a great deal from him. 
Under his direction, I’m confident they will compete for many Big 
East Championships in the years to come.” 

Before his stints at Alabama and Louisville, Groh spent eight 
seasons as an assistant coach at Virginia including the final three 
years as the offensive coordinator for the Cavaliers. Considered one 
of the greatest quarterbacks in Virginia history, Groh was hired on the 
Virginia staff in 2001 as the wide receivers coach before he took on 
the task of coaching the Cavalier quarterbacks in 2003 along with 
the receivers. He added the title of recruiting coordinator in 2005. 

In his first year working with the quarterbacks at Virginia, 

Groh coached Matt Schaub, who set a school record with a 69.7 
per cent completion percentage, throwing for 2,952 yards and 

18 touchdowns. Schaub is the starter for the Houston Texans and 
was named to the Pro Bowl in 2009 after leading the league in 
passing yards. Marques Hagans transitioned from wide receiver to 
quarterback for the 2004 and 2005 seasons and which culminated 
with a 358-yard passing performance in the 2005 Music City Bowl 
to earn game MVP honors. Hagans finished his career with 4,877 
passing yards, the fifth-highest total by a Cavalier. 

As the wide receivers coach in 2001 and 2002 seasons, Groh 
helped Billy McMullen become one of the top receivers in the 
nation. As a senior in 2002, McMullen became the second all-time 
leading receiver in ACC history with 210 career receptions. Groh also 
recruited tailback Wali Lundy, who became the all-time touchdown 
leader in ACC history. 


AUIASINO JO AyKeANUT 
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Groh spent the 2000 season as an offensive assistant/quality 
control coach for the New York Jets. 

As the starting quarterback at Virginia in 1994-95, Groh 
became the only quarterback in school history to lead the Cavaliers 
to nine wins and a bowl victory in consecutive seasons. Groh led 
the ACC and ranked 13th in the nation in passing in 1994 as the 
Cavaliers finished 9-3 and defeated TCU 20-10 in the Independence 
Bowl as he earned MVP honors in that game. 

As a tri-captain in 1995, he helped lead Virginia to a 9-4 record, 
including a 34-27 victory over Georgia in the Peach Bowl, and a share 
of the ACC championship. He earned second-team All-ACC honors in 
1995 and received Virginia's Joe Palumbo Award for self-sacrifice. 

He played his final season at Virginia as a graduate student after 
receiving his undergraduate degree in rhetoric and communication 
studies from Virginia in 1995. He attended the Baltimore Ravens 
training camp as a free agent in 1996 and later played in the World 
League for the Rhein Fire in 1997. 

Saban had another key position to fill this year. Mike Vollmar, 
who had been director of football operations for the Crimson Tide, left 
Bama for a similar position at Michigan. 

Joe Pannunzio, who has nearly three decades of college football 
exprience, will assume that administrative position. He spent the 
last five years at the University of Miami and was the head coach at 
Murray State the previous six seasons. His primary role at UA will be 
to oversee the administration and operation of the football program. 

“I’m honored to have the chance to work at such a special 
place like The University of Alabama and I'm really looking forward 
to moving into this administrative role,” Pannunzio said. “This is as 
good as it gets when it comes to college football and | appreciate 
(Athletics Director) Mal Moore and Nick Saban offering me this 
opportunity. In terms of running an organization, Coach Saban is the 
best in the country and my family and | are looking forward to being 
a part of the great football program here at Alabama.” 

Pannunzio served as the tight ends/special teams coordinator at 
Miami from 2006-10. The Hurricanes made four bow! appearances 
in his five years in Coral Gables. 

While the head coach at Murray State from 2000-05, Pannunzio 
led the Racers to the 2002 Ohio Valley Championship joining Mike 
Gottfried, Frank Beamer and Houston Nutt as head coaches to win a 
conference title at the school. 

Pannunzio's career has included stints at Southern Colorado, 
Mesa College, Kansas, TCU, Minnesota, Mississippi, and Auburn. 
The Pueblo, Colorado, native was a standout quarterback at 
Southern Colorado, where he graduated with a degree in physical 
education in 1982. He was named honorable mention all- 
conference in 1980 and led his team to a number nine ranking in 
NAIA Division |. He and his wife, Rita, have two daughters (Angela 
and Nico) and one son (Mario). 

The NCAA limits the number of assistant coaches on a staff, 
but thus far has not limited the number or type of employees an 
athletics department can otherwise retain. One reason for Bama 
football success is that Saban has a contingent of football savvy men 
in various support positions. 

There have been published (though not confirmed by Alabama) 
reports that former Clemson Offensive Coordinator Billy Napier has 
been hired as an “offensive quality control assistant” by Saban. 

Like Rumpf who came from the Clemson staff, Napier is 
considered an outstanding recruiter. 


Over the years there have been 
a number of assistant football 
coaches traveling between 
Alabama and Clemson. Following 
the 2008 season Kevin Steele 
left Bama, where he had been 
defensive coordinator, for the 
same position at Clemson. 

One reason for the 
connections may have been 
the number of former Alabama 
players who were head coaches 
at Clemson — Frank Howard, 
Hootie Ingram, Charley Pell, 
Danny Ford, and now Dabo 
Swinney. 

Burton Burns, Bama’s running 
backs coach, came to Alabama from Clemson. 

If Napier is added, he will bring impressive credentials. He was 
offensive coordinator for two seasons under Swinney before being 
released following the past season. In 2009, Clemson set numerous 
offensive records, including a school mark of 46 points. 

Napier joined the Clemson staff in 2006 as tight ends coach 
and recruiting coordinator. Before going to Clemson he was an 
assistant at South Carolina State. He played at Furman. | 
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What It Means 


To Be Crimson Tide 


Gene Stallings and Alabama’s 
Ss 
Greatest Plavers 


Alabama football means 
championships and All- 


WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
CRIMSON TIDE 


America players and, for 
many, a man in a houndstooth 
hat. Some 60 Alabama players 
who performed over a 75-year 
period tell us “What It Means 
‘To Be Crimson Tide.” 
Former Alabama Coach 
Gene Stallings and "BAMA 
Editor Kirk MeNair selected 
players who tell the stories of 
games and practices, coaches 
and teammates. The story 
of “What lt Means To Be 


Crimson Tide.” 


GENE STALLINGS 


AND ALABAMAS GREATEST PLAYERS 


Among those featured are 
Harry Gilmer, Bart Starr, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ken 
Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, Ozzie Newsome, and Jay Barker. 


KIRK McNAIR 


Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and reveals why he did NOT follow Paul 
Bryant as Alabama head football coach in 1983. Kirk MeNair introduces the players. 

“What It Means To Be Crimson Tide-Gene Stallings and Alabama’s Greatest 
Players” is a hardcover book of over 300 pages in an oversized format with archival 
photographs throughout. To order ($27.95 plus tax, shipping and handling) call 
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BASKETBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


ECLCOME Home 


CRIMSON TIDE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL IN FOSTER AUDITORIUM 


a win over Auburn than a victory over Florida. There are 

exceptions. For instance, in football a victory against the 
Gators in the Southeastern Conference Championship Game would be 
more desired. 

Alabama Women's Basketball Coach Wendell Hudson enjoyed 
both this year. Certainly his team’s victory over Auburn in Auburn was 
satisfying. But perhaps the most important victory of the season for 
the Tide women was a come-from-behind win over Florida. 

It wasn’t a case of “what” or “who” but rather “where.” 

On February 13, Alabama basketball returned to Foster 
Auditorium. Alabama defeated Florida, 64-59, in the first Bama 
victory in Foster since December 3, 1981. 

“This is the way we wanted to open this building, absolutely,” 
said Hudson. 

In some respects it was the beginning of the Alabama home 
season, even though it came 25 games into the 2010-11 schedule 
and after 13 games in Coleman Coliseum. Foster Auditorium is the 
home court Hudson had envisioned. “The energy in this building 
really showed up and it gave us a kick,” Hudson said. 

Foster Auditorium opened in 1939, but the facility unveiled 
to the public when Alabama hosted Florida is far different from 
the building that was saved from the wrecking ball only because of 
history. Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore recalled that when he 
came to Alabama in 1958 as a freshman football player, “This was 
the place to be.” In addition to the site of men’s basketball games, 
played by the likes of the famed Rocket 8 of the 1950s, it was the 
site of all major campus events, including things like dances. 

It was also where registration of students took place each semester, 
and an infamous event at the beginning of the 1966 school year has had 
the serendipitous effect of providing women’s basketball and volleyball 
with a magnificent new home. In 1966 Gov. George Wallace made his 
“stand in the schoolhouse door” in an attempt to preserve the institution 
of segregation as African-Americans James Hood and Vivian Malone 
attempted to register for classes. Because of that historical event, the 
building was preserved, even though in poor condition. 

In 1968, Alabama opened Memorial Coliseum (now Coleman 
Coliseum) for men’s basketball. Foster continued to be used for 
some women’s sports (women's athletics was a separate department), 
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including women’s basketball 1971-81, volleyball 1974-95, and 
gymnastics 1975-84. 

Afterwards, Foster became just part of intramural facilities. It 
was finally in such disrepair as to be not used. On April 5, 2005, 
Foster Auditorium was designated a National Historic Landmark. 

When Hudson became head women’s basketball coach a couple 
of years ago, he said that he would like to have Foster renovated for 
his sport. 

Alabama’s Moore has made Bama facilities second to none, 
and work at Foster is equal to other athletics facilities. It was a $16 
million project for a building that will house women's basketball 
and volleyball office suites; the main arena with all new seating for 
3,800; new court, scoreboards, video screens, and sports lighting; 
weight room; training room; four locker rooms; team lounges; meeting 
rooms; and coaches offices. 

Davis Architects did the plan and renovation and the addition 
of 11,000 square feet to the building was by WAR Construction. 
Moore said, “We are extremely proud of this project and what we 
accomplished. Back in my college days, Foster Auditorium was the 
place to be. A lot of times, when you are doing projects, you have 
a vision, but it always ends up turning out better. This building is 
no exception. Foster Auditorium holds great memories for a lot of 
people, and the athletics department is really proud to bring this 
building back to life.” 

Hudson said, “| have always said this is what this building 
should be. It will definitely help us with a home-court advantage. We 
want opposing teams to dislike coming here. Knowing the history of 
the building and what happened here, and to see it come into what it 
is today is something special. We are really looking forward to playing 
in here, and we are all really excited about Sunday.” 

The coach added, “This building has really superseded my 
expectations. | thought it would be a tough combination to keep 
with the historic feel and make all the necessary updates for it to be 
functional, but it was all done. | think it is great.” 

Next season it Foster also will be home to Alabama volleyball. 

The renovation includes a plaza and clock tower at the North 
entrance dedicated to Hood and Malone and also to Autherine Lucy, 
an African-American who previously had been denied entrance to The 
University on the basis of race. 


Alabama won inaligurat 
game in Foster Auditorium 
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There is a poignancy regarding this historical aspect of the 
building where Hudson now coaches. He was the first scholarshipped 
African-America athlete for the Crimson Tide, an All-America 
basketball player in the early 1970s. 


MEASURE TWICE? 


Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore took media members on 
a tour of renovated Foster Auditorium and answered one question 
before it was asked. Yes, the ‘X’ still marked the spot. 

“| made sure they had the measurements to put the ‘X’ back in 
the exact position to mark George Linn’s shot,” Moore said. 

On January 4, 1955, Alabama hosted North Carolina in a men’s 
basketball game in Foster Auditorium. Just before halftime, Linn, a 


ate 


Crimson Tide forward, grabbed a rebound and threw the ball towards 
the Alabama goal. And it went in. The shot was measured at 84 feet, 
11 inches. For many years it was considered to be the longest field 
goal in Alabama basketball history. 

Alabama would go on to a 77-55 win over North Carolina. 

Then North Carolina Coach Frank McGuire, whose bench was just 
behind from where Linn made the shot (team benches were at the ends 
of the court in those days), ran onto the court and marked the spot until 
someone could bring a marker. Later the metal ‘X’ was installed. 

Some who saw the shot and some who remember looking at 
the ‘X’ years later question the position of the new ‘xX’ though. They 
believe the shot was from the west side of the goal near the north 
baseline, but the new ‘X’ is on the east side of the goal. | 
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SOCCER BY KIRK MCNAIR 


Soccer adds fou 


ll football is not created equal. In most 

parts of the world, football is a game in 

which the foot is actually operative. We, 
of course, call it soccer. In the Southeastern 
Conference, there are many club teams for men, 
but insofar as NCAA competition is concerned in 
the SEC, there is women’s soccer. And, like Nick 
Saban's “football” team, the Alabama soccer team 
of Coach Todd Bramble had its signing day on 
February 2. 

The latest members of the Alabama Crimson 
Tide soccer team include two players who enrolled 
for the spring semester to take part in spring 
workouts, and two who will join the team in time for 
the start of fall classes and the fall soccer season. 

The two early enrollees are Kara Fasano 
of Alpharetta, Georgia, and Janea Simpson of 
Tuscaloosa. Joining Bama in the fall will be Laura 
Lee Smith of Jackson, Mississippi, and Lauren 
Davis of Slidell, Louisiana. 

(Alpharetta, Ga.) and local product Janea 
Simpson (Tuscaloosa, Ala.). Joining the duo will 
be Laura Lee Smith (Jackson, Miss.) and Lauren 
Davis (Slidell, La.). 

“This is an exciting day for us,” Bramble 
said. “There are two kids staring this semester, 
and two starting at the beginning of the fall. Today 
we get to officially welcome a new class to our 
program. This class is actually a little bit unique 
since we have started here. This is the first class 
where it is entirely from within the region.” 


ed 


Lauren Davis 


Fasano played at Blessed Trinity in Alpharetta for Coach 
Jean Baptist. She helped lead the squad to three-straight state 
championships. She earned MVP accolades and was named the 


Freshman of the Year. 
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for us,” Bramble said. “Whether it’s in a central 
position or out wide, she has been blessed with 
pure speed. She comes from a really good club 
program, GSA, out of Gwinnet. They have done a 
good job with that program and in developing her. 
We are really excited to add her to our squad.” 

Fasano began her club career with Atlanta 
Fire United under Mark Mackain before moving 
to GSA to play for Campbell Chapman. She also 
competed in tennis in high school. Her mother 
(Patti Garrett) played tennis at Tennessee. 

“Kara is one of the most exciting players | 
have had the privilege of coaching,” Girls Director 
of Coaching at Atlanta Fire United Mark Mackain 
said. “She is lightning quick and intelligent with 
an infectious competitive spirit. She will thrive in 
the Alabama soccer environment.” 

Simpson joins the Crimson Tide from 
Life Christian Academy and Tuscaloosa County 
High School. She was named the 2008 MVP 
at Tuscaloosa County High School and played 
club soccer for the Birmingham United Soccer 
Association for eight seasons under Andrew 
Brower. Simpson also played on the Region III 
ODP squad and participated in the Region III 
Interregional Camp. 

“Janea Simpson is a player that people are 
going to love around here,” Bramble said. “It's 
interesting because she is not really well known in 
Tuscaloosa because she played all of her soccer 
in Birmingham. She grew up playing soccer for the Birmingham 
United Soccer Association. They did an outstanding job with her 
development. She went to Tuscaloosa County High but devoted all 
her energy to her development to the highest level she could find 
which club soccer in the Olympic Development Program was.” 


vrive. 


vive. 


“Kara Fasano is an attacking player who is going to offer a lot Simpson was an eight-time state champion with her club team 
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and was a four-year Final Four Showcase participant. She was also 
named to the 2009 ECNL Chicago Eclipse All-Tournament team. 
“Janea has been a fierce competitor for our BUSA 93 ECNL ; ee 
team the past few seasons,” Brower said. “Her ability to dominate Jd Ac VIFA I JI BDALL 
the left flank in the attack has helped to create tons of goals, and 
even more assists for our team. Janea thrives in important matches 
and lives for producing key goals in the most important matches. 


dle A eee eich Uiagea ae she bs oe ag a Visit us at our NEW location: 

part of the University of Alabama program day in and day out. We : F 

will look for big things from her, and expect to her be a terror to SEC 141 0 University Blvd 
opponents for the next four years.” On the Strip in Tuscaloosa! 


Smith attended Jackson Preparatory School, where she was 
2010 Mississippi Gatorade Player of the Year and a National 
Merit Scholar Semifinalist. Smith played for Coach Jon Marcus 
Duncan. She was named MVP of her 2008 and 2011 teams and 
Best Offensive Player in 2009 and 2010. Smith is a four-time 
Mississippi Association of Independent Schools (MAIS) all- 
conference player (2008-11) and helped her team to six MAIS state 
championships (2006-11). 

Bramble said, “These are the type student- athletes we want in 
our program. She is also an attacking player who we can expect to 
come in and compete right away.” 

She was also named the MAIS All-Star Game South MVP and 
a Jackson Clarion-Ledger All-State selection in 2010. Smith was a oo ~ a> umtlan mm. 
member of the Birmingham United Soccer Association team that : | 
won the 2009 and 2010 Alabama championships under Brower. She 
was also a member of the Elite Clubs National League, and attended 
the 2010 ECNL National Championships in Seattle, Wash. Along 
with teammate Janea Simpson, she was a member of the 92 Region 
II! ODP pool. Off the pitch she was also a standout track athlete 
where she was named MVP in 2008 and 2010, Best In Field in 
2010, MAIS 100-meter state champion in 2009 and 2010, MAIS 
200-meter state champion in 2008, 2009, 2010 and holds school 
records in the 100, 200, 400 relay, and 800 relay. After enrolling at 
Alabama she was named a UA Presidential Scholar. 

“Laura Lee is a complete soccer player,” Duncan said. “Her 
understanding of the game along with her skill and athleticism 
helped her in her success as a high school player. Laura Lee 
definitely has a passion for soccer and becoming a better player at 
the next level.” 

Davis earned four letters for Coach Jeff Dunlap at Northshort 
High School. She was named MVP of the 2009 State Playoff Game 
and named the 2004 and 2005 Premier Team MVP. 

“The last member of our class is a goalkeeper that has come on 
the scene late for us, Lauren Davis out of Louisiana,” Bramble said. 
She will help give us some depth and compete at the goalkeeping 
position. We are excited about her size, her height especially, and 
what she will bring down the road for us.” 

The 6-2 keeper was also a member of the 2007 state 
championship club team, the Mandeville Lakers, coached by Shane 
Jeanfreau. Davis also competed for the Superclubs International 
Team for two weeks in England during 2010 and also trained with 
the Louisiana State ODP squad. 

“Lauren has all of the tools she will need to be successful at 
Alabama and help compete in such a tough conference,” Louisiana 
Soccer Association Staff Instructor and ODP Goalkeeping Coach 
Rich Heffernan said. “She has a presence in goal that all quality 


goalkeepers bring to their defensive third of the field.” B 205.758.1 1 99 877.758.11 99 
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HISTORY BY A.P. STEADHAM 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


homas Boyd has 
avoided flying the last 
few years after over a 


decade playing collegiate and 
professional football across 
North America. Opposing 
offenses wish the 6-3, 
212-pound angular linebacker 
refrained from soaring through 
the air in search of the ball- 
carrier years before. The two- 
time Walter Camp All-America 
still reigns as second in tackles 
for a career (324) and single 
season (120) at The University of Alabama. 

His childhood vision was to crisscross the world wearing a uniform 
but not one associated with the gridiron. “College and professional 
football was the furthest thing from my mind,” he said. “I knew at 
eight years old what | wanted to do. | always wanted to join the Navy.” 
His mother remarried a solider from Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville 
and the journey was launched. Texas and Germany were two stops. 
Participating as a soccer goalie developed lateral movement, quickness 
and an ability to attack the ball. Adolescent years were spent lined up 
at many positions on the football field. 

Boyd had grown into a tall, lanky quarterback by the time he 
returned to his native Huntsville. He enrolled at Sparkman High School 
as a sophomore before transferring to Lee High School as a junior. 

“| threw an interception in practice one day,” Boyd said. “As 
the defender was running back, | made the tackle. |’ll never forget. | 
think | ripped his pants off.” The gradual transformation continued 
through his senior year. Nose tackle, safety, and running back were 
positions of experimentation. He emulated the popular Washington 
Redskins running back Larry Brown, but Coach John Childress felt 
safety suited his skills. A play action pass against Anniston further 
clarified the situation. Boyd neglected his secondary responsibility in 
favor of rushing the quarterback thus allowing two touchdowns to be 
thrown to an uncovered receiver. College scouts lost interest. 

Reluctantly, he moved to linebacker in the fourth game. He 
flourished, making multiple tackles. “! don’t think | heard my name 
called so many times on the loud speaker,” he said. Subsequent 
outstanding performances attracted the attention of recruiters. He 
showed no allegiance to any school growing up. Boyd witnessed his 
initial college football game at Neyland Stadium, and it looked as if 
the Volunteers would get his signature. That was until Alabama Coach 
Paul Bryant intervened. 

Bryant's in-home visit convinced Boyd to drive to Tuscaloosa 
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Thomas Boyd was football traveling man 


for a campus tour in November, 1977, but the player had already 
made up his mind for Tennessee. Boyd was in Bryant's office and the 
pressure was on. “He (Bryant) wants me to sign the Letter of Intent, 
and all along | am knowing | have to get out of this place because I’m 
going to sign with Tennessee when | get home that Monday,” Boyd 
said. He attempted to sell the ceremonial photo opportunity with his 
mother present as a legitimate reason for prolonging the signature 
moment. Bryant dismissed the stalling maneuver with a stern 
directive. Boyd signed and two assistant coaches chaperoned him 
back to Huntsville to obtain his mother’s signature on the document. 

Once in Tuscaloosa, he was assigned as an inside linebacker. 
Four upper classmen--Barry Krauss, Rich Wingo, Rickey Gilliland 
and Randy Scott--welcomed the fifth member. “We were all brothers 
together,” Boyd said. “We were a tight-knit group. Those guys taught 
me how to play.” 

A sack of the Vanderbilt quarterback was a teaching moment. 
“First thing | did | started dancing,” Boyd said. “Barry Krauss and 
Marty Lyons waited until | got back to the huddle and said that is one 
thing we don’t do. We don’t showboat. Everything we did was about 
class. You don’t make a spectacle of yourself.” 

(Later Boyd would be noted for the towel draped in front of 
his uniform, copied from the flamboyant Dallas Cowboys linebacker 
Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson.) 

Boyd recalled another learning incident his freshman year. Every 
week the team would view film of the upcoming opponent in the 
projection room. One seat was designated for Bryant, unbeknownst 
to the freshman. “| jumped in that seat, and no one said anything,” 
Boyd said. “Coach Bryant moseyed on in like he always did. He 
walks right up to me and said, ‘Get your skinny ass out of my seat.’ 
Everyone busted out laughing,” said the three-time All-SEC honoree. 

He attributed on-the-field success to the many talented 
teammates and brilliant dedicated members of the coaching staff. 

“We had one of the best defensive coordinators in the country in 
Coach (Ken) Donahue,” Boyd said. “He couldn't tell you the difference 
between a Chevrolet and a Ford, but he could break down the offense.” 

On a rare Alabama football visits to the outskirts of Manhattan, 
Boyd got Bryant motivation at the New Jersey Meadowlands. Number 
one Alabama encountered an inspired Rutgers. Holding a slim 10-6 
halftime lead against the unranked Scarlet Knights, a disgruntled 
Bryant firmly reminded the team the Friday bus trip around Manhattan 
was secondary to the top priority business across the Hudson River on 
Saturday. “Coach Bryant said, ‘We're not on any sight-seeing tour. You 
have to treat teams like you're a pro fighter. You can't give them the 
will to live. You have to knock them out.’ He just knew what to say. It 
was like lighting a fire under you,” said Boyd describing the captivating 
halftime soliloquy worthy of a Broadway performance. 
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Chosen in the eighth round of the 1982 NFL Draft, Boyd 
suffered an ankle injury during a pre-season contest against the 
Cincinnati Bengals, forcing him to be placed on injured waivers 
during a strike year. Contacted by the Saskatchewan Rough Riders, 
Boyd flew north to Regina to discuss terms. A two-year CFL contract 
was more appealing than a league in limbo. A two-year signing bonus 
and return to his college position inside were additional reasons to 
migrate to Canada. The passing dominated offenses also gave the 
anxious rookie a chance to refine his coverage skills. He sacked 
eventual Pro Football Hall of Fame quarterback Warren Moon a few 
times and crossed paths with fellow Lee High School alumnus and 
former Tennessee quarterback Condredge Holloway. 

The Birmingham Stallions of the USFL emerged as his next 
professional football option. Represented by former Alabama 
defensive back, Andy Gothard, Boyd played for two seasons, 1984- 
85. A familiar face coached the linebackers, former Alabama star 
John Mitchell. He put Boyd through the rigors, criticizing his free- 
lance style of play and questioning his knowledge of defensive 
principles. Mitchell slated him as a reserve causing the confident 
defender to request a trade. “| never had a coach really drill me the 
way he did,” Boyd said. 

Once the gauntlet was thrown down, Boyd responded. “He 
taught me to learn offenses, all the defensive positions and identify 
different things,” Boyd said. Prior to Mitchell’s crusade, Boyd's single 
focus was fun. “It helped me to be a coach on the field. | had to do 
more studying and analyzing. Once | understood the concepts, the 
game got even better. It really paid off. | became a professional.” 
The initial resentment blossomed into admiration for Mitchell. “If | 
would see him today | would surely thank him,” he replied. 

After the USFL folded, Boyd was employed in Birmingham at 
a time when the NFL was on strike seeking replacement players in 
1987. Attending an Atlanta Falcons game on a lark, he became 
reacquainted with his former Saskatchewan linebackers coach, Mike 
Murphy, then with the Detroit Lions. Urged by his wife, Boyd reached 
out hoping an opportunity might exist in the Motor City. Murphy was 
receptive and Boyd finished out the season with the Lions. Released 
at year’s end, the Detroit Drive of the newly formed Arena Football 
League extended an invitation to continue his career. They won 
the inaugural ArenaBowl Championship and were rewarded with a 
diamond ring from owner Mike Ilitch, founder of Little Caesars Pizza. 
A hip injury led to retirement. 

He returned to Huntsville working as an industrial coating 
salesman for 12 years. Boyd shifted careers to become a Student 
Counselor at J.O. Johnson High School, concentrating on troubled 
youth, and was a volunteer coach for the Jaguars. Boyd's first coaching 
experience was during the USFL off-season in 1984, tutoring his wife’s 
nephew. Long before he was known as a star at Alabama, David Palmer 
was a youngster on the same Birmingham team. 

Eight years ago his wife was selected be the Director of Human 
Resources at a newly formed company in South Carolina. The family 
settled in Goose Creek, outside Charleston. Boyd is a Student 
Concern Specialist at Burke Middle and High School (Charleston). 
For the past six year he has been the defensive coordinator and the 
strength and conditioning coach. “| prepare our players by getting 
them to lift. | lead by example working out with them. I'm probably 
stronger now than when | was playing. Boyd coached the current 
athletics director, Carlton Rice, at J.O. Johnson. 

Being involved in coaching has brought back lessons from long 
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ago. Boyd said, “A lot of things | learned from Coach Bryant, (John) 
Mitchell, (Sylvester) Croom, Barry (Krauss) and other great people | 
was surrounded by but didn’t completely understand until years later. 
| was too young and brash. I've tried to use those philosophies taught 
to me by Coach Bryant.” He espouses always have a plan, be poised 
and confident, stay patient ,and “always call your mom.” 

Boyd has been married for 28 years to his Alabama college 
sweetheart Shelia, a Birmingham native. “She is the glue that held 
me together off-the-field,” he said. They have two sons, Tyus, 28 and 
Torin, 22. Tyus played free safety for North Alabama and the Arena 
Football 2 Tennessee Valley Vipers. Oldest son Michael, 30, is from a 
high school relationship. He has five grandchildren. 

Aside from coaching, he enjoys following the pageantry of 
NASCAR on television or in person. Richard Petty’s 43 car was a 
favorite. Yard and home improvement projects along with church are 
other relaxing endeavors. Boyd is scheduled for a summer excursion 
to the island of Tobago located in the southern Caribbean, but mainly 
is a home body. 

He was a four-year lettermen and three-year starter as part of a 
Crimson Tide career achieving consecutive National Championships, 
three SEC titles, and earning four New Year’s Day Bowl appearances. 
Yet he never embraced the accolades and accompanying fame 
especially when at banquets surrounded by legendary figures such as 
Red Grange, Otto Graham, Herschel Walker, Marcus Allen and George 
Rogers. “I always felt like | was outside looking in,” he said. “I 
always admired the stats of other folks. | would have never dreamed 
in a million years | would have gone to all these places.” | 
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COLIN KAEPERNICK, BOISE STATE WIDE RECEIVER TITUS YOUNG AND 
CAL DEFENSIVE END CAMERON JORDAN. YET, FOR ALL THE SENIORS 
MAKING HEADLINES, THE FIRST ROUND OF THE 2011 NFL DRAFT STILL 
SHOULD BE DOMINATED OVERWHELMINGLY BY UNDERCLASSMEN. 


1. CAROLINA PANTHERS (2-14), DA'QUAN BOWERS, DE, CLEMSON 


Since he took over as the Chargers’ defensive coordinator in 2008, Ron Rivera's defense consistently has 
been one of the best units in the league. Though many pundits have assumed the Panthers will adopt the 3-4 
system Rivera employed in San Diego, he hasn’t confirmed anything of the sort. Remember, he is familiar with 
the 4-3 from his time under the late Jim Johnson in Philadelphia and the Cover-2 from his days running the 
Chicago defense with Lovie Smith. 

After a dreadful 16-touchdown season by the Carolina offense, Panthers fans may be clamoring for a shiny 
new quarterback or some sort of offensive weapon, but none of the available quarterbacks in this crop is worthy 
of the top spot. The nation’s leader in sacks (151%), Bowers is a beast off the edge. Though this may not wow the 
local fan base, it’s the right pick. | still like him more than everyone else’s No. 1, Nick Fairley. 


2. DENVER BRONCOS (4-12), PATRICK PETERSON, CB, LSU 


No cornerback ever has been drafted as high as second overall, but then again, there have been few cornerback 
prospects like Peterson. At 6-foot-1, he’s one of the larger cornerbacks you'll ever see, and he has blazing speed. A 
playmaker on defense and in the return game for Les Miles’ Tigers, Peterson could be the heir apparent to the top 
corner spot in Denver. With Champ Bailey set to become a free agent, his days in Denver could be over. 

The offense in Denver, believe it or not, was pretty good in 2010. Tim Tebow appears to be the quarterback 
of the future, as well. Yet, John Fox has needs all over his new defense. Elvis Dumervil returns from an injury 
that cost him his 2010 season to add punch to what was a nonexistent pass rush. Adding Peterson as a 
lockdown corner will help immediately, too. 


3. BUFFALO BILLS (4-12), MARCELL DAREUS, DE/DT, ALABAMA 


There are plenty of folks in Buffalo—aching for the team's first playoff berth since 1999—clamoring 
for a new quarterback to be the face of the franchise for the next decade. But from all the talk out of Bills 
camp this year, it appears as though Chan Gailey and GM Buddy Nix believe Ryan Fitzpatrick is, indeed, the 
quarterback of the future in upstate New York. 

Kyle Williams—a five-year veteran out of LSU—was a revelation at nose tackle in 2010. The undersized 
defensive tackle held down the defensive line in Buffalo's 3-4 scheme. Everyone’s talking about Nick Fairley 
after his dominant BCS Championship Game, but | actually like his in-state rival Dareus for Buffalo a bit more. 
With him fresh off a dominant Capital One Bowl, | could see Dareus getting the nod here over Fairley and being 
the man for Buffalo, lining up at defensive end in the 3-4. The Bills were last in the league in rush defense last 
year. No one’s running over Dareus—a smart and sound selection for the perennial AFC East doormats. 


Kevin C. Con/Getty, Chris GraythenGetty, Kevin C, CowGetty 


4. CINCINNATI BENGALS (4-12), NICK FAIRLEY, DT, AUBURN 


Though A.J. Green—the top-rated offensive player on my board—is sitting there at No. 4, the Bengals’ rush 
defense appears to be more of a priority than wide receiver. In Jermaine Gresham, Jordan Shipley and Jerome 
Simpson, Cincinnati already has a nice young core of targets. 

The defensive line got one stud in last year’s draft in Carlos Dunlap, but struggled throughout 2010. Look for the 
unit to pick up Fairley, the player whose stock has risen the most this year. Everyone is super high on Fairley, and most 
have him pegged as the top overall pick. | can see him slipping to fourth overall, where the Bengals will gladly pounce. 


5. ARIZONA CARDINALS (5-11), VON MILLER, DE/OLB, TEXAS A&M 


Welcome aboard the Von Miller Express. It’s moving fast, folks, so get on now. I've been talking Miller up 
since last year, when he recorded 17 sacks as a junior for Texas A&M, but it appears several of my fellow draftniks 
just woke up and discovered him in Mobile. I've had him as a top-five pick all along, and it appears as though I've 
finally got some company. He’s so versatile that he had a position created for him—aptly called the joker. 

He followed up that 17-sack junior campaign with a fine senior season, recording 942 sacks, 14% tackles 
for losses, six batted-down passes, three forced fumbles and two recovered fumbles. 

Quarterback is certainly a need in Arizona, but | can’t see Ken Whisenhunt & Co. spending a first-round 
pick on a young gunslinger. Instead, look for the Cardinals to try to acquire a veteran quarterback (perhaps Kevin 
Kolb, Marc Bulger, Donovan McNabb or Billy Volek) and for Arizona to address its woeful pass rush. 

Last year’s first-round pick, Dan Williams, came along down the stretch at defensive tackle. The Cardinals 
like 2010 rookies Daryl Washington and O’Brien Schofield. Darnell Dockett is locked up for another five years at 
defensive end, and Calais Campbell appears to be the guy at the other end spot. Insert a premier pass-rushing 
talent off the edge like Miller, and there’s suddenly some tremendous young talent in the Arizona front seven. 
Some consider him a bit small for linebacker in the NFL, but he makes up for size with speed and savvy. 


6. CLEVELAND BROWNS (5-11), A.J. GREEN, WR, GEORGIA 


The hiring of Pat Shurmur as head coach in Cleveland means the Browns most likely will run a West Coast 
offense, something perfectly suited for quarterback Colt McCoy. Now the young quarterback just needs some 
weapons. Insert the 6-4 Green, the best receiver in this draft, and a guy who can do it all. 

In three years at Georgia, Green had 166 receptions for 2,619 yards and 23 touchdowns. There are definite 
needs on defense and Mike Holmgren has a history of making the most out of receivers taken in later rounds, but 
Green is just too much of a talent to pass up at No. 6. This is a perfect fit. 


7. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (6-10), CAM NEWTON, QB, AUBURN 


I've read your emails and I've heard your outrage, Niners fans, but I’m keeping Newton as the pick here. He’s a 
sleeping giant in this draft, and though other draftniks seem to like Blaine Gabbert, Ryan Mallett and now even Jake 
Locker more than Newton, | still think he'll be the guy for San Francisco. At 6-6, 250 pounds and blessed with great 
speed and Michael Vick-like athleticism, | still like the controversial Newton more than any other QB in this crop. 

Of course, there are obvious question marks; heat surrounding his past, the fact that he ran into trouble at 
Florida, his comfort in an offense other than Gus Malzahn’s spread and only one year spent as a starting Division 
| quarterback are all red flags. | get all that. But | also think his sheer size and talent, paired with his breakout 
2010 campaign, will be enough to persuade Jim Harbaugh that he’s the guy for the Niners’ future. 

Can Newton run a West Coast offense? | don’t know. Are we sure Harbaugh even will run a West Coast 
offense? No. In the end, | think Harbaugh will see a wonderful quarterback prospect that he can mold into an 
NFL star, Jed York will see a way to make a big splash, and Newton will end up starting under center in NorCal. 

As for those JaMarcus Russell comparisons I’ve been hearing? They're beyond stupid. They're short-sighted 
and lazy. The two are completely different types of quarterbacks with completely different abilities. The only 
thing they have in common is ... well, I'll let Jason Whitlock tackle that one come draft time. 


8. TENNESSEE TITANS (6-10), BLAINE GABBERT, QB, MISSOURI 


With Vince Young and now Jeff Fisher no longer in the picture in Nashville, there are more than a few 
questions to be answered for the Titans in the coming months. In addition to the loss of Fisher was the loss of 
longtime defensive-line guru Jim Washburn. For as many needs as the Titans have on defense, the quarterback 
position is still too much of a question mark to ignore with the eighth overall pick. 

Rusty Smith is surely not the long-term answer. |’m not nearly as high on Gabbert as some of the other 
draftniks out there, and | have him a good distance behind Cam Newton on my big board. But the junior has 
the size and arm strength that scouts like and could very well wow during his individual workouts. |’m putting 
Gabbert at No. 8 and to Tennessee for the moment, but that’s subject to change. 


9. DALLAS COWBOYS (6-10), PRINCE AMUKAMARA, CB, NEBRASKA 


The 2010 season didn’t go exactly as planned for the Dallas D, as second- and third-tier quarterbacks such 
as David Garrard, Rex Grossman and Shaun Hill lit up the Cowboys. Cornerback and safety are the most pressing 
needs on the roster, though some Cowboys fans will be pushing for an offensive tackle here. 

Nate Solder out of Colorado is a possibility, but | think Dallas goes with a defensive back in the end. 
Though he didn’t rack up the interceptions in 2010, Amukamara (pronounced ah-MOO-kuh-MAR-ah) lived up to 
the hype: He was an All-American, Big 12 defensive player of the year and Jim Thorpe Award finalist. He’d be a 
welcome addition to Rob Ryan’s unit. 


Mike ZarrillGetty, Scott CunninghanvGetty, Eric Francis/tGatty 
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10. WASHINGTON REDSKINS (6-10), JAKE LOCKER, QB, WASHINGTON 


Locker?! In the top 10?! Donovan McNabb's certainly not the long-term answer at quarterback in 
Washington, and few would say Rex Grossman—despite a nice finish to the 2010 season—is, either. The 
Shanahans—head coach Mike and offensive coordinator Kyle—are going to want a young quarterback that they 
can groom and who will be ready to play right away. 

A four-year starter at Washington who played in a pro scheme under Steve Sarkisian, Locker could sneak 
into the top 10 and be handed the ball immediately in D.C. in 2011. A strong showing in Mobile last week only 
boosted Locker's stock, and quite frankly, the young man could end up going even earlier after he wows in his 
individual workouts. His accuracy is an issue and will have to be worked on. What better duo to work with him 
than the father-son combo in Washington, D.C.? 


11. HOUSTON TEXANS (6-10), ROBERT QUINN, DE/OLB, NORTH CAROLINA 


The Texans were 4-2 when linebacker DeMeco Ryans suffered a season-ending injury, and they never recovered 
from the loss. Houston finished 32nd in pass defense, 29th overall in defense, and missed the playoffs for the ninth 
straight year, Defensive coordinator Frank Bush is gone, Wade Phillips is in, and here comes the 3-4 D. 

Suspended for the entire 2010 season for receiving about $5,600 in agent-related benefits and travel 
accommodations, Quinn could be a bit of a character red flag. But at 6-5, 290 and with tremendous pass- 
rushing skills, Quinn should make for a mighty nice fit in the Texans’ new 3-4 defensive scheme, either at OLB 
or DE. He led the ACC in tackles-for-loss in 2009 and was expected to be a first-team All-America candidate in 
2010. And there are no real character issues here—he's a good kid who made a mistake. 


12. MINNESOTA VIKINGS (6-10), RYAN MALLETT, QB, ARKANSAS 


Though the Vikings have needs all over their offensive and defensive lines, | can’t see Minnesota passing 
on a quarterback such as Mallett if he’s sitting there at No. 12. Joe Webb had a nice outing in Philly last season, 
but he probably isn’t the long-term answer as the starting quarterback. 

Mallett became just the fourth quarterback in SEC history to throw for 3,000 yards and 30 touchdowns in 
back-to-back seasons and the third to eclipse 3,500 yards passing in consecutive seasons. He vastly improved 
his accuracy this year, too. Sure, there are some worries about his footwork, and a public-intoxication arrest on 
his record won't thrill NFL front offices, but he won’t slip out of the top 15. Minnesota, with its young receivers 
and already solid running game, would be a great place for the former Michigan transfer. 


13. DETROIT LIONS (6-10), AKEEM AYERS, LB, UCLA 


Ayers has one of the flashiest highlight reels of this draft class, but he was by no means some sort of 
sack master at defensive end for the Bruins. Since he played defensive end in a college 4-3 scheme, it’s been 
assumed that he'll be a 3-4 OLB at the next level. He very well might be, but | think Ayers makes a lot of sense 
as a Will (weak side) or a Sam (strong side) in a 4-3 defense, too. 

Detroit went with a defensive player in the first round last year named Ndamukong Suh. I'd say that turned 
out fairly well. Ayers, who has perhaps more potential than any other prospect in this draft, could be on the 
move at No. 13. It may draw the ire of Lions fans looking for a sure thing, but it’s an exciting pick for Gunther 
Cunningham's young defense. 


14. ST. LOUIS RAMS (7-9), JULIO JONES, WR, ALABAMA 


Danny Amendola, Brandon Gibson and the rest of the Rams wideouts are all nice secondary options, 
but Sam Bradford needs a big, physical go-to guy. Julio Jones could be that man. A 6-2, physical target with 
elite blocking skills (compared to Hines Ward by some), he'll be an immediate upgrade to the Rams offense. 
Offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels will look to improve the aerial game in St. Louis, and though Jones doesn't 
have the 4.3 40 time, he’s not afraid to go across the middle and use his massive frame. 


15. MIAMI DOLPHINS (7-9), MARK INGRAM JR., RB, ALABAMA 


Any doubts about Ingram’s junior season were erased with an unbelievable performance in the Capital One 
Bowl. Often compared to Emmitt Smith for his running style, Ingram is an every-down back at the next level and 
the Dolphins always will be a run-first team. Ricky Williams and Ronnie Brown are free agents-to-be, and the 
Dolphins offense was a weekly horror show this year. Ingram is the top back in this draft and arguably the only 
running back worthy of a first-round pick in this year’s crop. They call that a perfect match. 


16. JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS (8-8), RAHIM MOORE, FS, UCLA 


The top safety prospect in the draft, Moore could make an immediate impact similar to that of Earl Thomas 
and Eric Berry in their first years in Seattle and Kansas City, respectively. Moore made 14 interceptions in his 
three-year career at UCLA, including an NCAA-best 10 in 2009, Jacksonville's safeties were lit up all year long. 
The Jags struck gold with Tyson Alualu last year; this Pac-10 prospect could be the answer in 2011. 


17. N.E. PATRIOTS (FROM OAKLAND, 8-8), CAMERON JORDAN, DE/LB, CAL 


Perhaps no player had a better Senior Bow! week than Jordan, the explosive 3-4 DE/OLB out of Cal. The 
son of former Vikings All-Pro tight end Steve Jordan, Cameron would be an immediate upgrade for the Patriots’ 
front seven. Jermaine Cunningham, Devin McCourty, and Brandon Spikes all stepped up and contributed as 
defensive rookies in 2010. Jordan could be in the lineup right from the start in 2011. 


Christian Petersen/Getty, Streeter Lecka/Getty, Kevin C, CowGetty 


18. SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (9-7), ALDON SMITH, DE/OLB, MISSOURI 


San Diego's defense finished the season ranked No. 1 overall but lost coordinator Ron Rivera to Carolina. 
The Bolts could use another pass rusher from the OLB spot. Insert Smith, one of the draft’s more intriguing 
prospects. Though he played just two years at Missouri and missed some of his sophomore season with a broken 
leg, Smith was a high-impact player when he was on the field. In 2009, his freshman campaign, he recorded 19 
tackles for a loss and 114% sacks. Smith should make for a nice fit in San Diego’s 3-4 defense. 


19. NEW YORK GIANTS (10-6), NATE SOLDER, OT, COLORADO 


The Giants offensive line—once the gold standard in the NFL—isn’t getting any younger and struggled 
throughout the 2010 season. At 6-8, 320 pounds, Solder is a mountain of a man. He is a terrific pass protector 
and could be a very interesting addition to the Giants offensive line at tackle, but he could contribute right away 
at guard if needed, too. He had a strong showing in Mobile and solidified himself as a first-round pick. 


20. TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (10-6), ADRIAN CLAYBORN, DE, IOWA 


The Bucs struck gold all over the place in the 2010 draft and became the first team in NFL history to start 10 
rookies and finish a season above .500. They're hoping for something even close to as successful as last year’s haul 
this time around. Gerald McCoy, Roy Miller and Brian Price are three young interior defensive linemen in pewter that 
have the local fan base excited, but the Bucs’ leader in sacks last season (Stylez G. White) had only 4% on the year. 

Clayborn didn’t have a big senior season, but he often saw double teams throughout the year. A solid pass 
rusher and a talented run defender, he’s considered one of the top seniors in this draft. You know what you’re 
getting in Clayborn—and what you're getting is a whole lot of talent off the edge. 


21. KANSAS CITY CHIEFS (10-6), JUSTIN HOUSTON, OLB, GEORGIA 


In Eric Berry, Glenn Dorsey, Javier Arenas and Tyson Jackson, the Chiefs already are loaded with top SEC 
talent on defense. Houston, who waited until the final day before the Jan. 15 deadline to make his early-entrant 
announcement, could be the natural fit to replace Mike Vrabel eventually at the OLB spot in Kansas City. A 6-3, 
260-pound pass-rushing threat, Houston could join the suddenly unstoppable Tamba Hali to form one of the better 
young outside linebacker pairs. Houston recorded 10 sacks in Todd Grantham’s 3-4 scheme in Athens this season. 


22. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (10-6), BRANDON HARRIS, CB, MIAMI 


The Colts could immediately upgrade their thin defensive backfield with an elite corner like Harris. A top 
corner prospect and a surefire first-round pick, in my book, | wouldn't be shocked if Harris works his way into the 
top 15 after a stellar Combine performance. Down the stretch in 2010, the Colts relied on career journeyman 
Justin Tryon at one of the cornerback spots, along with a host of other patchwork pieces. Harris is the third-best 
corner prospect in this draft and could start on opening weekend for Indy. 


23. PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (10-6), MUHAMMAD WILKERSON, DT, TEMPLE 


And here it is—the Peter Schrager “scratch your head” pick of the year. Last year at this time, | was super 
high on Idaho guard Mike lupati—putting him in my pre-Combine top 20—only to get roasted for putting a 
relative unknown in the first round. Sure enough, lupati wowed in his workouts, was a first-round pick of the 
Niners, and was in the starting lineup on opening day. 

This year’s surprise name could very well be the 6-5, 305-pound Wilkerson. A local kid out of Temple, 
Wilkerson was a two-time All-MAC selection and the Owls’ team MVP this season. He's a run stuffer inside with 
pass-rushing capabilities. Andy Reid loves building from the inside out, and in Wilkerson he can add depth to a 
defensive line that was ravaged by injuries last season. 


24. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS (11-5), RYAN KERRIGAN, DE, PURDUE 


The Saints may have other needs—defensive tackle, safety and running back to name a few—but Kerrigan 
is too promising a prospect to pass on at 24th overall. He had an incredible senior campaign and led the nation 
with 26 tackles-for-loss in 2010. He had a solid Senior Bowl—beating top tackle Nate Solder on a number of 
occasions—and solidified his status as a first-round pick. A high-motor guy with a contagious positive attitude, 
he'll be a great addition to Gregg Williams’ defense. 


25. SEATTLE SEAHAWKS (7-9), JIMMY SMITH, CB, COLORADO 


The Seahawks struck gold with their 14th overall pick in last year’s draft with safety Earl Thomas, and they 
are confident their pick at No. 6 last year, Russell Okung, will serve as the left tackle of the future in the Pacific 
Northwest. The defensive backfield in Seattle still needs a lot of work. 

Though there may be some in Seattle hoping to see a quarterback drafted here, the defense was lit up 
all season long and could be a greater priority. Insert another wild-card pick in Smith, a relative unknown out 
of Colorado. At 6-2 and 205 pounds, Smith has a big body for a corner but is still plenty fast. He'll add some 
much-needed physicality to a defensive backfield already featuring one future All-Pro lining up at safety. 


26. BALTIMORE RAVENS (12-4), AARON WILLIAMS, CB, TEXAS 


The Ravens have gone under a bit of an “Extreme Makeover: Coach's Edition” on defense this season, with 
coordinator Greg Mattison leaving Baltimore to join Brady Hoke’s staff at Michigan and secondary coach Chuck 
Pagano getting the gig as the new defensive coordinator. 
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Pagano got tremendous production from Chris Carr and Lardarius Webb at the cornerback spots in 2010, 
but likely would love another talented playmaker at the position. A two-year starter for Mack Brown and Will 
Muschamp at Texas, the 6-1, 195-pound Williams is a physical cornerback with deceptively fast speed. He’s a 
skilled tackler who rarely gets beaten deep. 

The Ravens suffered an epic collapse in the second half of their divisional-round loss in Pittsburgh. With 
Antonio Brown’s third-and-19 reception still fresh in everyone’s memory, few fans would argue with their 2011 
first-round pick being spent on a corner. 


27. ATLANTA FALCONS (13-3), MIKE POUNCEY, G/C, FLORIDA 


Though his brother Maurkice was always viewed as a far superior pro prospect than Mike is this year, | still 
have Pouncey as the top interior offensive lineman in this draft class. Atlanta had a dazzling season cut short by 
a red-hot Packers offense and some guy named Rodgers playing in the zone. 

The immediate reaction to such a loss might be to draft defensive backs by the dozen, but plucking a starter at 
either guard or center might make more sense. Pouncey was expected to be the buzz of Mobile, but he unexpectedly 
bowed out of the Senior Bowl and its practices. | still think he finds his way into the bottom third of the first round. 


28. N.E. PATRIOTS (14-2), ANTHONY CASTONZO, OT, BOSTON COLLEGE 


With Oakland's first rounder, this one, and the Panthers’ second-round selection, New England has three of the 
first 33 draft picks this year. Not bad for a team that finished 14-2. The offensive line, though solid all season long, 
could use some younger legs. At 6-7 and 310 pounds, Castonzo is a local kid who excelled for four years at B.C. 
Castonzo started as a freshman in 2006, protecting Matt Ryan in Chestnut Hill as a freshman, and only got better as 
the years went on. A 53-game starter in college, he fits the Belichick mode to a T. There may be a push from the fans 
to grab a running back or receiver with this pick, but | can see Belichick grabbing one with that 33rd pick, instead. 


29. NEW YORK JETS (11-5), COREY LIUGET, DT, ILLINOIS 


Kris Jenkins went down with a season-ending injury in the first game of the season against Baltimore, 
and Sione Pouha did a formidable job filling in for the remainder of the year. Liuget, a relative unknown at the 
moment, should climb into the first round by April. Whether played as the NT or the DT in the Jets defense, 
the 6-3, 310-pound, three-technique defensive lineman could add some much-needed depth to Rex Ryan's 
defensive line. He had an outstanding showing in the Texas Bowl and should end up being a late first-rounder. 


30. CHICAGO BEARS (12-4), DEREK SHERROD, OT, MISSISSIPPI STATE 


After giving up nine sacks in the first half of a Week 4 loss to New York, the Chicago offensive line found 
itself and improved as the season went on. Mike Tice deserves some sort of medal for the work he did with that 
crew over the second half of 2010. Though they certainly came along down the stretch, there's still plenty of 
work to be done. Insert the always-reliable Sherrod. Sherrod helped pave the way for a Bulldogs rushing attack 
that averaged 227.6 yards per game in 2010. He’s a road paver who can play all over the line. If Sherrod is still 
hanging around at No. 30, it’s a solid pickup for the Bears. 


31. PITTSBURGH STEELERS (12-4), TYRON SMITH, OT, USC 


Flozell Adams bounced back from being cut by the Cowboys in April to start at tackle for the AFC champion 
Steelers this year. It's been a great story, but he’s obviously not the long-term answer. Both Trai Essex and Willie Colon 
are free agents, there have been injuries all over, and the long-term depth at left and right tackle is thin. Some have 
Smith, an All-Pac-10 performer as a junior, listed as their top offensive lineman in this draft. He very well might be, 
but | think there’s still a bit of a learning curve. Ending up in Pittsburgh at this spot sounds like a good fit. 


32. GREEN BAY PACKERS (10-6), GABE CARIMI, OT, WISCONSIN 


No one within 50 miles of the city of Green Bay was even close to thinking about the draft in early February, 
but they no doubt are by now. Chad Clifton opted to re-sign last offseason and played in the first Super Bow! of 
his career, but he won't be around for much longer. |’m not sure Bryan Bulaga, last year's first-round pick, is the 
long-term answer at left tackle, either. If Bulaga stays put on the right side of the line, the 6-7 Carimi, a star for the 
beloved Badgers, is a very intriguing option to man the left. Bulaga and Carimi—two road-paving Big Ten maulers— 
serving as the bookends on the Green Bay Packers offensive line? Yeah, that sounds about right. 1) 
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SPORTSNOTES BY ’BAMA STAFF 


‘BAMA SCORECARD 


ne ee ee ee Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


BAMA BEST EVER Freshman Stephanie Meadow led 


One of the most valuable resources for serious research of college Tide to prestigious golf tiztle 
football is the College Football Data Warehouse (cfbdatawarehouse. 
com). It is a treasure trove of college football facts. 

Recently, those facts were assembled into the annual All-Time 
College Football Team Rankings, including the 2010 season. 

Guess who is number one all-time in college football? 

The Alabama Crimson Tide. 

The researchers combined things such as winning 
percentage, strength of schedule, national championships, and 
bowl success and determined that Alabama was the all-time best 
in college football. 

Second was Notre Dame, followed by 3. Southern Cal, 4. 
Oklahoma, 5. Michigan, 6. Ohio State, 7. Texas, 8. Nebraska, 9. 
LSU, and 10. Tennessee. 


NICE START 


Stop me if you've heard this one. A coach whose team is 
highly ranked says that pre-season rankings don’t mean a thing. 
That’s what Mic Potter, coach of Alabama's golf team was saying 
prior to the first tournament of the spring. The Crimson Tide was 
ranked number one in all college polls. 

What that ranking means is that the team has a little extra 
pressure, and that team is targeted by other top teams. Alabama 
met some of those top teams, including defending national 
champion Purdue, in the season-opening event, the Lady Puerto 
Rico Classic at the par-72, 6,191-yard River Course at the Rio 
Mar Beach Resort in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 

And Alabama did just fine. 

True freshman Stephanie Meadow led the Tide to the 
program’s third tournament title of the 2010-11 season. Bama 
won by five strokes. Meadow, a native of Jordanstown, Northern 
lreland, shot a 3-under-par 69 in the final round to capture her 
first medalist honors. She finished at 4-under-par 212. The 69 
and 212 were both career bests for Meadow, who won in just her 
fifth tournament since joining the Crimson Tide in August. 

Alabama has won the Lady Puerto Rico Classic each of the 
last three times they have played in the event. UA has back-to-back 
tournament titles in Puerto Rico to go along with their 2008 win. 

It is the first time in Potter’s six seasons in Tuscaloosa the 
Hall of Fame coach has captured three team titles in a season. 
It also marks the second-most tournament wins in a season in 
school history. The 1987 squad won four tournaments en route to 
the school’s first NCAA Championship appearance. 
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Alabama had three players finish in the top 10 with senior 
Camilla Lennarth (+3, 219) in sixth place and sophomore 
Jennifer Kirby (+6, 222) in a tie for ninth. A double bogey on 
the final hole cost Brooke Pancake (+8, 224) a top-10 showing 
leaving her in a tie for 13th. Courtney Harter finished in a tie for 
59th at 236. 

Alabama led wire-to-wire. Lennarth had a hole-in-one in the 
first round for Bama. 


ON SOFTBALL WATCH LIST 

The Amateur Softball Association of America (ASA), the 
national governing body of softball, has selected its initial “Watch 
List” for the LOth Annual USA Softball National Collegiate Player 
of the Year Award. Alabama senior Kelsi Dunne of Port Orange, 
Florida, and sophomore Kayla Braud of Eugene, Oregon, have 
been named to the list of 50. It is the third year in a row that 
Dunne has been named to the watch list. 

This award, which is deemed the most prestigious honor in 
Division | women's collegiate softball, is intended to recognize 
outstanding athletic achievement by female collegiate softball 
players across the country. 

Past winners of this award include UCLA's Stacey Nuveman, 
Florida State's Jessica Van der Linden, three-time winner Texas 
pitcher Cat Osterman, Tennessee's Monica Abbott, Virginia Tech's 
Angela Tincher, and 2009 and 2010 winner Washington pitcher/ 
hitter Danielle Lawrie. 

The 2011 preseason watch list is comprised of 50 players 
representing 36 schools and 15 different NCAA Division | 
Conferences. The list includes 23 seniors, 12 juniors and 15 
sophomores. 

The ASA will announce the 25 finalists on April 13. A player 
does not have to appear on this initial watch list to be considered 
as a top-25 finalist. However, once the top 25 finalists are named 
the winner of the award will come from that list. 

Braud, who was not on the initial watch list, was named 
one of the 10 finalists for the award last season. Dunne was 
named USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Week on May 18 
last season. 

Braud was also selected preseason second team All-America 
by ESPN. Last year she was SEC Freshman of the Year, NFCA 
second-team All-America, and became a top 10 finalist for ASA/ 
USA Player of the Year. 

Last season, Braud was just one of four Division | players to 
hit .500 or above for the year. On top of that, Braud led the SEC 
during league games in runs scored (38), and ranked second in 
batting average (.500), hits (42), and on base percentage (.580). 
Braud broke the Crimson Tide single season record for batting 
average with a .505 clip. 


CLASS ACT 


Alabama senior softball outfielder Whitney Larsen of Vestavia 
Hills is one of 30 candidates nationwide for the Lowes Senior 
CLASS Award, presented annually on the basis of an NCAA 


Division | senior athlete with “notable achievements in four 
areas of excellence — community, classroom, character, and 
competition.” 

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement for 
Staying in School, the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award focuses on 
the total student-athlete and encourages students to use the 
platform in athletics to make a positive impact as leaders in their 
communities. 

A communications major, Larsen was a member of the 
Public Relations Student Society of America in 2009. She's also 
a three-year member of both the Southeastern Conference honor 
roll and The University of Alabama Dean’s List. 

Larsen has participated in several community-outreach 
programs; spoken to middle school students; and participated in 
the RISE program for the mentally disadvantaged. 

On the field Larsen holds the school’s all-time grand slams 
record and helped her team to two trips to the Women’s College 
World Series. 

Bama softball star Charlotte Morgan won the prestigious 
honor last season. The Crimson Tide has had a finalist in three 
straight seasons. 


A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 


Alabama baseball didn’t get much respect when the 
Southeastern Conference coaches made their preseason poll 
selections. The Eastern Division is considered by far the stronger 
of the two in baseball this year (usually it's the Western Division). 
Florida, a team that made it to the College World Series in 2010 
and returns virtually its entire team, was the overwhelming 
favorite to win this year's SEC championship. LSU was picked to 
win the Western Division. 

The Alabama team of Coach Mitch Gaspard was picked fifth 
in the West. 

The Crimson Tide, however, was ranked 28" in the nation in 
the 2011 National Collegiate Baseball Writers Association top 35 
preseason poll. Bama finished the 2010 season ranked 18". 

Competition is tough in the SEC. Although Alabama is 
ranked 28", six SEC teams are ranked ahead of the Tide — 3. 
Florida, 4. Vanderbilt, 8. South Carolina (defending national 
champion), 19, LSU, 23. Auburn, 24. Arkansas. 

Alabama also received 75 votes in the USA Today/ESPN Top- 
25 coaches’ poll, placing the Tide at No. 27 in the country. 


NATIONAL RECOGNITION 


Ed Allen, selected this year to be Alabama's new volleyball 
coach, will bring some national recognition to Tuscaloosa. 
Allen was named College Volleyball Update (CVU.com) 
National Coach of the Year honorable mention after guiding 
Tulsa to its first NCAA Tournament win, a Conference USA 
championship, and a 31-3 record in 2010. He was one of four 
named honorable mention. Creighton’s Kirsten Bernthal Booth 
was coach of the year. 

“Being selected for this award speaks volumes for the type of 
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athletes and staff | had to work with at Tulsa,” Allen said. “The 
truth is you don’t win 30 matches unless you have players. More 
than anything else, it’s a testament to what a true team we were, 
and how important it was to have everyone in the organization 
focused on the goal.” 

After four years of guiding Tulsa to the top of Conference 
USA, Allen put one more record-setting season into the books. 
The previous four campaigns all resulted in at least 20 wins, 
but 2010 saw a program-best 31, as Tulsa ran off 30-straight 
victories during the season. The Golden Hurricane was a perfect 
20-0 in Conference USA play, earning its second-ever trip to the 
NCAA Tournament and upsetting LSU (3-0) to claim their first- 
ever tournament win. 

Tulsa finished with a 31-3 record after falling to Oklahoma 
in the second round. Following the regular season, Allen was 
honored as the Conference USA Coach of the Year and was 
named the AVCA Midwest Region Coach of the Year. Before 
accepting the head coach position at Alabama on Jan. 10, 2011, 
Allen posted a 133-37 record in five seasons at Tulsa. 


NEW TENNIS FACILITY 


The Alabama Athletics Department is good for architects 
and the construction industry. Under Athletics Director Mal 
Moore, Bama keeps forging ahead in facilities construction and 
upgrades. 

Ellis Architects will design a new indoor tennis facility, to be 
completed this fall. The facility is expected to cost $6 million. 

The facility will house six NCAA regulation courts and will 
be adjacent to the outdoor tennis facility near the outdoor tennis 
facility. 


SILVER MEDAL PERFORMANCE 


Former Alabama All-America Aaron Fleshner earned a silver 
medal off the one-meter board at the USA Winter Diving National 
Championships, finishing just a quarter of a point out of the gold. 

The Spring, Texas native led the competition all the way up 
to the last couple of dives when Brandon Watson ripped his last 
two dives for 9.95s and 10s to sneak past Fleshner 443.20- 
442.95. 

“That may have been the best competition, in terms of 
difficulty and execution, that I've ever seen at this meet,” 
Alabama diving coach Pat Greenwell said. “And | know that’s the 
best that Aaron has ever looked on the one-meter board.” 

Fleshner, who finished his eligibility last season, trains with 
Greenwell in Tuscaloosa while he finishes his engineering degree. 

A four-year All-America, Fleshner was also a multiple 
Southeastern Conference Champion and the 2009 SEC Diver of 
the Year. He was seventh off the three-meter board at the 2008 
USA Olympic Trials and finished as high as third at the NCAA 
Championships. 


NO SOPHOMORE SLUMP 


Kirani James, who had an exceptional freshman season 


for the Alabama men’s track and field team last year, is off to 
a good start in his sophomore season. At the prestigious Meyo 
Invitational at Notre Dame, Kirani, an All-America last year, 
turned in a 45.47 time in the 400-meter dash. 

It was the fastest time in the world this year. He previously 
had run the world’s fastest time in the 200 meters, and has 
qualified for both events in the NCAA Championships. 


FAMILIAR NAMES 


The Mobile Sports Hall of Fame will induct its newest class 
April 21, and it has some names familiar to Crimson Tide fans. 
Joey Jones, a native of Mobile who starred as an Alabama wide 
receiver in the early 1980s, is back in his hometown these days 
as head coach of the South Alabama Jaguars. Chris Samuels, an 
All-America tackle for the Crimson Tide in 1999 before starring 
in the National Football League. 

Jones, a former Murphy High standout, is a member of 
Alabama's All-Decade team for the 1980s and is one of Bama’s 
all-time leading receivers. He earned All-SEC mention and his 
15 touchdown catches ranks fourth in school history. He played 
in the NFL and USFL before entering coaching. He served as 
head coach at Dora and Mountain Brook High before taking over 
at Birmingham-Southern. Since starting the South Alabama 
program, he has led the Jags to a 17-0 record in two seasons. 

Samuels, a standout at Shaw High School, went on to an 
All-America career as an offensive lineman at Alabama where 
he was awarded the Outland Trophy, symbolic of the country’s 
top interior lineman, in 1999. He was the third overall pick in 
the 2000 NFL draft by the Washington Redskins. He played 10 
seasons in Washington and was a six-time Pro Bowl pick, starting 
all 141 games he played. 


A-CLUB HONORS PATTERSON 


Only one year after starting an endowed scholarship in 
honor Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore, the A-Club, UA’s 
letter winners organization, has now established the Sarah 
Patterson A-Club Scholarship in honor of Alabama Gymnastics 
Coach Sarah Patterson. 

The A-Club's initial donation of $50,000 to the scholarship 
was presented on February 11 at the Crimson Tide’s gymnastics 
meet against Auburn. (Alabama defeated Auburn for the 101* 
consecutive time in the meet.) The A-Club will raise a total of 
$300,000 to fully endow the scholarship. 

Patterson has guided the Crimson Tide to four NCAA 
Championships, six Southeastern Conference and an NCAA-best 
25 regional titles. Under her direction, Alabama has finished 
in the top-10 for the last 28 years in a row, finishing in the top 
six nationally 26 times including 23 “final four” finishes. Her 
athletes have earned 21 individual NCAA Championships and 
produced more than 240 All-America honors. 

Under her direction, the Tide also leads the league in 
SEC Academic Honor Roll selections and the nation in NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship winners. | 
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DATE 

Feb. 18 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 20 
Feb, 22 


South Alabama Tourney @ Mobile 


Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 27 


March 2 
March 4 
March 5 
March 6 
March 8 
March 9 
March 11 
March 12 
March 13 
March 15 
March 18 
March 19 
March 20 
March 22 
March 23 
March 25 
March 26 
March 27 
March 29 
March 30 
April 1 
April 2 
April 3 
April 5 
April 8 
April 9 
April 10 
April 12 
April 13 
April 14 
April 15 
April 16 
April 19 
April 22 
April 23 
April 24 
April 26 
April 29 
April 30 
May 1 
May 6 
May 7 
May 8 
May 13 
May 14 
May 15 
May 19 
May 20 
May 21 


O11 ALABAMA 


SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 


OPP. 
Alcorn St 
Alcorn St 
Alcorn St 
Alabama St 


SE Louisiana 
South Alabama 
UCF 


Southern Miss 

NW State 

NW State 

NW State 

Troy 

Georgia @ Gwinnett 
Eastern Illinois 
Eastern Illinois 
Eastern Illinois 
Auburn e Montgomery 
@ Ole Miss 

@ Ole Miss 

@ Ole Miss 

UAB 

Jacksonville St 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 

UAB @ Hoover 
South Alabama 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 

Samford 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 
Mississippi Valley 
Mississippi Valley 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 

@ Samford 

@ Florida 

@ Florida 

@ Florida 

@ Southern Miss 
@ Mississippi State 
@ Mississippi State 


TIME* 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
3:05 


1:00 
1:00 


11:00 


6:05 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
6:05 
6:00 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
7:00 
6:30 
1:30 
1:30 
6:05 
6:05 
6:35 


6:05 
6:05 
6:35 
2:05 
1:05 
6:05 
6:00 
2:00 
1:00 
6:05 
KHth) 
6:35 
6:35 
2:05 
6:00 
7:00 
7:00 


@ Mississippi State 
LSU 6 


LSU 

LSU 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 
South Carolina 
South Carolina 
South Carolina 


SOFTBALL 


DATE OPP. TIME* 
All-Alabama Classic @ Vestavia Hills 

Feb. 11 Samford 6:00 
Feb. 12 Alabama A&M 1:30 
Feb. 12 Jacksonville St 4:00 
Feb. 13 South Alabama 11:00 
Feb. 13 Troy 1:30 


Bama Bash 
Feb. 18 Louisville 4:00 
Feb. 18 Texas-San Antonio 6:00 
Feb. 19 Syracuse 1:00 
Feb. 19 TBD 4:00 


Feb. 20 TBD 1:00 
Feb. 22 @ UAB 6:00 


USF Tourney @ Tampa 

Feb. 25 Western Michigan 12:30 
Feb. 25 Central Connecticut 4:00 
Feb. 26 Missouri 12:30 
Feb. 26 Illinois State 2:45 
Feb. 27 USF 11:45 


ESPN Rise Tourney @ Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 
March4 = Fordham 10:00 
March4 Louisiana Lafayette 12:30 
March5 _— Notre Dame 10:00 
March5 Oregon 3:00 
March6 ‘Virginia 10:30 


March9 @ Georgia Tech 6:00 


Easton SEC/ACC Challenge 

March 11 North Carolina 6:00 
March 12 Florida State 1:30 
March 12 North Carolina 4:00 
March 13 Florida State 1:30 


March 16 Auburn (2) 5:00 
March 18 Georgia : 
March 19 Georgia 

March 20 Georgia 

March 22 @ Tennessee (2) 

March 25 = Arkansas 

March 26 = Arkansas 

March 27 Arkansas : 
March 31 @ College of Charleston 6:00 
April 1 @ South Carolina 6:30 
April 2 @ South Carolina 1:00 
April 3 @ South Carolina ‘1:00 
April 8 @ LSU 6:30 
April 9-10 @LSU 1:00 
April 12 @ Troy 6:00 
April 15 Mississippi St 6:30 
April 16-17 Mississippi St 1:30 
April22  @ Florida 6:30 
April 23-24 @ Florida 1:00 
April 29 Kentucky 6:30 
April 30 Kentucky 1:30 
May 1 Kentucky 1:30 
May 6 @ Ole Miss 6:30 
May7-8 @OleMiss 1:00 


MEN’S TENNIS 


DATE OPP. TIME* 
JAN. 13 SEC INDOORS @ KNOXVILLE 
JAN. 20  -USTA @ BOCA RATON, FLA. 


ITA KICKOFF @ AUSTIN, TEXAS 
JAN. 29 RICE 10;00 
JAN. 30. TEXAS/HAWAII TBA 


FEB. 2 TROY 10:00 
FEB. 5 FURMAN 3:00 
FEB. 11 @ TCU 2:00 
FEB. 12 @ SMU 12:00 
FEB. 17-20 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR 

@ SEATTLE 
FEB. 25-27 BLUE-GRAY 
@ MONTGOMERY 
@ TENNESSEE 1:00 
MARCHG6 @ GEORGIA 1:00 
MARCH 11 FLORIDA 2:00 
MARCH 13 SOUTH CAROLINA 1:00 
MARCH 20 @ KENTUCKY 1;00 
MARCH 27 VANDERBILT 1:00 
APRIL 1 @ ARKANSAS 1:00 
APRIL3 @LSU 1:00 
APRIL8 OLE MISS 3:00 
APRIL10 = MISSISSIPPI ST 1:00 
APRIL13 UAB 5:00 
APRIL16 @AUBURN 5:00 
APRIL 21- SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
APRIL 24 @ GAINESVILLE 
MAY 13-15 NCAA PRELIMS 
MAY 19 —_— NCAA @ PALO ALTO, CALIF. 


MARCH 4 


MEN’S GOLF 


DATE OPP. 
FEB, 20-22 PUERTO RICO CLASSIC 
@ RIO GRANDE, P.R. 
CLEVELAND INTERCOLL. 
@ AIKEN, S.C. 
CALLAWAY COLLEGIATE 
@ GREENSBORO, GA. 
LINGER LONGER INVITE 
@ GREENSBORO, GA. 
AUGUSTA STATE INVITE 
@ AUGUSTA, GA. 

SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ SEA ISLAND, GA. 
APRIL 19-21 NCAA REGIONALS 
MAY 31-JUNE 5 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ OKLAHOMA STATE 


MAR. 7-8 
MAR. 20-22 
MAR. 27-29 
APRIL 2-3 


APRIL 15-17 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


DATE OPP, TIME* 
JAN. 15-17 FSU QUAD 
@ TALLAHASSEE 


ITA @ WACO, TEXAS 
JAN. 28 BAYLOR TBA 
JAN.29  ——-RICE/OKLA. STATE ~—sr TBA 


FEB. 5 TEXAS TECH 12:00 

@ NEW ORLEANS 
FEB. 6 @ TULANE 12:00 
FEB. 12 UCF 1:00 
FEB. 13 UT-CHATTANOOGA ‘1:00 
FEB. 18 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR 

@ CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 
FEB. 25-27 BLUE-GRAY 

@ MONTGOMERY 
MARCH 4 TENNESSEE 3:00 
MARCH6 GEORGIA 1:00 
MARCH 11 @ FLORIDA 5:00 
MARCH 13 @ SOUTH CAROLINA 1:00 
MARCH 25 KENTUCKY 3:00 
MARCH 27 @ VANDERBILT 12:00 
APRIL 1 ARKANSAS 3:00 
APRIL 3 LSU 1:00 
APRIL8 @OLE MISS 3:00 
APRIL10 @MISSISSIPPIST 1:00 
APRIL16 AUBURN 5:00 
APRIL 21-24 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ KNOXVILLE 
MAY 13-14 NCAA PRELIMS 
MAY 20 NCAA @ PALO ALTO, CALIF. 


WOMEN’S GOLF 


DATE OPP. 
FEB. 13-15 LADY PUERTO RICO CLASSIC 
@ RIO GRANDE, P.R. 
SUGAR BOWL 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 
@ NEW ORLEANS 
LSU CLASSIC 

@ BATON ROUGE 
LIZ MURPHEY COLLEGIATE 
@ ATHENS, GA. 

SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ AUBURN 

NCAA REGIONALS 

NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ TEXAS A&M 


FEB. 27-MAR.1 


MARCH 11-13 
APRIL 1-3 
APRIL 15-17 
MAY 5-7 
MAY 17-20 


*ALL TIMES CENTRAL 


Game Changers 


The Greatest Plays in Alabama Football History 
“Outstanding combination of stories and photographs for the Crimson Tide fan!” 


By ’BAMA Editor Kirk McNair ¢ Foreword by Doug Layton 


$24.95 plus S&H and tax where applicable 
Autograph by author at no additional charge —- Call (205) 345-5074 
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